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1 Briefing
ENRICH-Brazil will become the main hub & contact point
for European & Brazilian Innovation Actors
ENRICH-Brazil, is one of the ‘European Network of Research and Innovation
Centres and Hubs’, working to enhance cooperation in research, technology
and entrepreneurship between Europe and Brazil.
ENRICH-Brazil encourages sustainable internationalisation of European &
Brazilian research and business organisations and promotes cooperation
among European and Brazilian research, innovation and business (R&I&B)
organisations. Established by the Horizon 2020 funded project CEBRABIC,
ENRICH-Brazil will work on a network basis nationwide with presence in many
Brazilian regions, being supported at local and regional level by Innovation
Institutes run by the National Service for Industrial Training (SENAI) as part of
the National Federation for Industry (CNI).
Responsible authors for the
content:
Markus Will & Johanna
Haunschild
Fraunhofer IPK, CEBRABIC
Project Coordinator

ENRICH-Brazil’s promise to the Market!
Mission: To facilitate the cooperation in research, technology and
entrepreneurship between Europe and Brazil by supporting and empowering all
innovation actors (public & private) along the innovation (value) chain.
Vision: In 2021, ENRICH-Brazil aims to be the main hub & contact point for
European and Brazilian innovation actors whose prime goal is bilateral
cooperation.

Strategic Objectives
-

Promote excellence in B&R&I
Financial sustainability of the Centre
Creation of a win-win situation for BR & EU
Connect EU researchers & entrepreneurs in BR market
Connect BR researchers & entrepreneurs in EU market
Offer Services to BR & EU clients
Integrate existing EU & BR initiatives, projects and networks

What ENRICH-Brazil can do for you?
Catch-Up Information: ENRICH-Brazil will provide relevant and
focused information, which is complete and gives a compiled and
well-structured overview – available on a personalised and general
level.
Meet & Greet – Get connected! ENRICH-Brazil builds up upon an
extensive network and is able to provide reliable contacts. Get
connected!
Reach for Gold: The (virtual) matchmaking events are organised to
connect the demand with the provider side and support
strengthening relations. Complementarily, ENRICH-Brazil offers
(focused) information about funding possibilities, in a concise and
well-structured way.
Setting Business: ENRICH-Brazil offers trainings to get its
customers well prepared for business and
immediately
operational. ENRICH-Brazil offers secondment & workspace in the
most promising cities in Brazil and Europe.
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Speed up Your Business: Through a network of contacts,
comprising well-known organisations, ENRICH-Brazil is able to
increase the visibility of its customers. The offered consultancy
service completes the range of services and supports clients to
operate successfully in the targeted market(s).
Legal Guidance: ENRICH-Brazil experts providing customised and
legal advice in all relevant topics around the Brazilian & European
market and its actual challenges.

To whom?
ENRICH-Brazil’s main target group is R&I&B actors along the value chain of the
innovation ecosystem, including
-

Research Actors

-

Research-to-Market Actors (R2M)

-

Business Actors

-

Business-to-Business Actors (B2B)

-

Governmental Actors

About the Project
In January 2017, a consortium of twelve European and Brazilian organisations
launched the collaboration named CEBRABIC (Centre for Europe-Brazil
Business & Innovation Cooperation) under the European Commission’s Horizon
2020 Programme (Grant Agreement nº 733531). This diverse project
consortium will work together for four years to set up the ENRICH-Brazil centre,
which is coordinated by Fraunhofer IPK, located in Berlin, Germany, with offices
in Brazil. The CEBRABIC project consortium comprises 12 partners, including
Brazilian, EU and Turkish institutions. The CEBRABIC partnership presents a
balanced institutional diversity, involving companies (SPI, RCISD), universities
(UNICAMP, SU), funding agencies (FFG), R&I organisations (FHG, DLR) and
not for profit organisations (IASP, CNI, EBN, ANPEI, CONFAP).
The CEBRABIC project was launched with two other ‘sister’ projects within the
European Commission framework programme Horizon 2020, aiming at
establishing “European Network of Research and Innovation Centres and Hubs”
in the U.S.A. (ENRICH-USA, known as NearUS project), China (.ENRICHChina, known as ERICENA project) and Brazil (ENRICH-Brazil known as
CEBRABIC project).

What’s next?
CEBRABIC project has
received funding from the
European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and innovation
programme under grant
agreement No 733531.
Responsibility for the
information and views set out
in this publication lies entirely
with the authors.

ENRICH-Brazil’s strategy is still in the Planning Phase – So take the chance
and let them know your opinion on their Promise & Service Offer
(info@cebrabic.eu). This will help ENRICH-Brazil customising its services also
to your needs - and be able to provide services highly recommended by
yourself in 2018!
Stay tuned & follow ENRICH-Brazil (still known as CEBRABIC) on social media
(FB, LinkedIn, Twitter) or visit the webpage www.cebrabic.eu to get more
information!
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2 Hot topics - The European
Research
Council
(ERC)
launches grants scheme for
multiple principal investigators
In early August, the European Research Council (ERC) announced its

The Synergy call has been
published on 3 August
2017 with the deadline of
14 November 2017.
The perspective is to fund
25 to 30 projects in 2018,
with grants of maximum
10 M€ for up to 6 years

2018 grant competitions with a total budget of around EUR 1.86 billon,
most of which earmarked for early- to mid-career researchers. In
addition, the ERC is reintroducing Synergy Grants, the funding scheme
for groups of two to four scientists who jointly address ambitious
research problems.
The aim of Synergy Grants is to address ambitious research questions
that can only be answered by the coordinated work of a small group of
two to four principal Investigators and their teams, bringing together their
complementary skills, knowledge and resources in unprecedented ways.

The ultimate goal of the scheme is to give support to a close
collaborative interaction that will enable transformative research at the
forefront of science, capable of yielding ground-breaking or even
unpredictable scientific results and/or cross-fertilizing disciplines. The
ambition is of course to open the way to results that are more than just
the sum of the Principal Investigators' individual contributions.
The ERC’s president, Jean-Pierre Bourguignon, said that the grants had
been "much anticipated. These grants can trigger unconventional
collaborations, allow for the emergence of new fields of study and help
put scientists working in Europe at the global forefront. By providing
€250 millions of funding for the Synergy Grant call, the ERC Scientific
Council intends to make possible substantial advances at the frontiers of
knowledge which would be impossible for researchers working alone."
The scheme is open to all researchers from anywhere in the world
and who reside in any country in the world at the time of the
application. However the host institution must be established in an
EU Member State or in an Associated Country.
Each Principal Investigator must spend minimum 30% of their working
time on the ERC project and 50% in Europe.
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There are no other specific requirements other than high scientific
quality and ambition enhanced by the synergetic collaborative aspect of
the project. Only exceptionally competitive proposals are likely to be
funded.
Depending on the evaluation result, reapplication rules will apply to all
Principal Investigators participating in a proposal, which may affect their
application possibilities to all ERC calls under the 2019 ERC Work
Programme.
The 2018 Work Programme also includes all the well-known and
established ERC funding schemes: Starting, Consolidator and Advanced
Grants, as well as Proof of Concept Grants for ERC grantees who wish
to explore the innovation potential of their research results.
-

Starting Grant (StG) for researchers 2-7 years after award of
PhD.

-

Consolidator Grant (CoG) for researchers 7-12 years after
award of PhD.

-

Advanced Grant (AdG) for established research leaders.

-

Proof of Concept Grant; PoC) for ERC grantees wishing to
explore the innovation potential of their research results.

Indicative Call Timetable 2018
Calls
Starting Grant
ERC-2018-StG
Consolidator Grant
ERC-2018-CoG
Advanced Grant
ERC-2018-AdG
Synergy Grant
ERC-2018-SyG
Proof of Concept
ERC-2018-PoC

Deadline(s)

Budget €
million
(estimated
grants)

Indicative date for
signature of grant
agreement

3 Aug 2017

17 Oct 2017

581 (391)

14 Dec 2018

24 Oct 2017

5 Feb 2018

550 (287)

30 March 2019

17 May 2018

30 Aug 2018

450 (194)

8 Aug 2019

3 Aug 2017

14 Nov 2017

250 (30)

19 Feb 2019

6 Nov 2017

16 Jan 2018
18 Apr 2018
11 Nov 2018

Expected
call date

20 (130)

30 Jul 2018
21 Oct 2018
10 Apr 2019
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ERC Synergy Grants in Brief
Who can apply?
A group of two to maximum four Principal Investigators (PIs) – of which one
will be designated as the corresponding PI (cPI) – working together and
bringing different skills and resources to tackle ambitious research problems.
No specific eligibility criteria regarding the academic training are foreseen
for ERC Synergy Grants. PIs must present an early achievement track-record
or a ten-year track-record, whichever is most appropriate.
Proposals will be evaluated on the sole criterion of scientific excellence
which, in the case the ERC Synergy Grants, takes on the additional meaning of
outstanding intrinsic synergetic effect.

What proposal are eligible?
-

Criteria
Applications can be made in any field of research.
The ERC's grants operate on a 'bottom-up' basis without predetermined
priorities. In the case of the ERC Synergy Grants, applications must
demonstrate that the proposed research cannot be carried out by a
single PI working alone.

-

Location
Research must be conducted by all PIs in a public or private research
organisation (known as a Host Institution). It could be the Host
Institution where the applicant already works, or any other Host
Institution established in one of the EU Member States or Associated
Countries

-

Team
ERC Synergy grants support projects carried out by a group of two to
four individual researchers who can employ researchers of any
nationality as team members. It is also possible to have one or more
team members located in a third country.

Vacancies for team members interested in joining an ERC led research project
can be published on the EURAXESS-Jobs portal.

How much?
Synergy Grants can be up to a maximum of € 10 million for a period of 6 years
(pro rata for projects of shorter duration). However an addition € 4 million can
be requested in the proposal in total to cover:
1. eligible 'start-up' costs for Principal Investigators moving to the EU or an
Associated Country from elsewhere as a consequence of receiving an
ERC grant and/or
2. the purchase of major equipment and/or
3. access to large facilities.
An ERC grant can cover up to 100% of the total eligible direct costs of the
research plus a contribution of 25% of the total eligible costs towards indirect
costs.

How to apply?
ERC grant applications can only be submitted in response to a Call for
Proposals.
The ERC has yearly calls for proposals covering all scientific fields.
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For an ERC grant application to be complete, it needs to include the
administrative forms, the research proposal and the supplementary documents.
The completed proposal should be submitted by the specified closing date.
Calls are published on the European Commission’s Participant Portal and in the
Official Journal of the European Union
Brazil and ERC:
To date, six Brazilian
researchers have been
awarded ERC Starting and
Consolidator Grants (click on
their names to read their
interviews):
- The leading
mathematician Artur Avila for
his "Quasiperiodic" project;
- Aureo de Paula for his
project on “Econometric
Analysis of Interaction
Models.”;
- Elison Matioli for his project
" IN-NEED" on energy
efficiency;
- Bernardo Franklin for his
Plat-IL-1 project on
inflammasomes. Watch also
his video on his project
- Eduardo Lee for his project
TOPOQDot on topological
materials
- Roberto Rinaldi for his
LIGNINFIRST project on
lignocellulosic Biomass
Brazilian researchers can
also be hired as ERC team
members. Read more about
the experience of three of
them here

For a step by step guide to the application process visit the ERC website.

Where do I find more information?
• ERC
• ERC’s step-by-step video – An introduction to the application process,
including tips & tricks for the interview
• EU-Brazil implementing arrangement
• Focus on ERC for Brazil based researchers
• ERC’s 10th anniversary in Rio
• Information for Applicants
• ERC Work Programme 2018
• Hear it from the experts – Tips on ERC Grant Application
• For personalised assistance, contact ERC National Contact Point in
Brazil:
Prof. Moacyr MARTUCCI Jr
Av. Prof. Luciano Gualberto, Trav 3, 158 – sala C2-49
São Paulo, SP
+55 11 3091 5626
mmartucc@usp.br & cecilia.yamanaka@usp.br
• Bernardo Franklin’s video on the ERC
• Read the interviews of Brazilian researchers who were awarded ERC
grants or who are part of ERC team clicking on their name besides.
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3 EURAXESS members in focus:
LUXEMBOURG - heartland of
Europe that embraces diversity
Meet LUXEMBOURG – an Inspiring Place!

© SIP/John Zeimet

Welcome to Luxembourg video

©2016, Le gouvernement du
Grand-Duché de Luxembourg

Belval – the City of Science

Strategically located in the heart of Europe, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg is
a strategic smart business, research and innovation location with a national
character of openness, dynamism, reliability. For centuries, the country has
been at the heart of a multitude of cultural influences, partly because of its
geography but also because of trade, industrialisation, and immigration. It has
protected its woodlands, shaped its landscapes with winegrowing, farming, and
architecture. It has cultivated linguistic diversity, cultural originality, and
economic freedom. It was also considered for a long time that the prosperity of
Luxembourg was due to the richness of its soil. Once one of the main steel
plant sites of Europe, the country became a financial place over the years due
to the steel crisis in the seventies, before morphing recently into a research and
innovation hub. Today, Luxembourg is one of the most attractive countries in
the world for working and living, and a genuine societal laboratory.*

LUXEMBOURG Policy and Strategy
Luxembourg is a dynamic country, where research has become a
central issue
Public research in Luxembourg is young and dynamic with research
policy contributing to the transition of the country towards a knowledgebased society. The overarching rationale behind research policy is to
strengthen innovation as a driver of sustainable socioeconomic development
and to contribute to a further diversification of the economy by developing new
and strengthening existing high added-value economic activities. In this sense,
research and innovation policy has been one of the major priorities of the
Government since 1999 with Government budget outlays rising from 28 million
euros in 2000 to approximately 400 million euros in 2016. This proactive and
committed policy approach puts Luxembourg firmly on the map of
European research. This is illustrated among others with the position of the
University of Luxembourg, while only created in 2003, ranging 11th in the latest
“Times Higher Education” ranking of the 200 universities under 50 years.
Public research is mostly performed at:
-

-

the University of Luxembourg;
one of the 3 public research centres;
o Luxembourg Institute of Technology (LIST)
o Luxembourg Institute of Health (LIH)
o Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER)
the Max-Planck Institute Luxembourg for International, European and
Regulatory Procedural Law.

© SIP / Claude Piscitelli
Luxembourg is becoming an
energetic
international
research center. A great part
of this ambition is and will be
realised in Belval.
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Innovation
Luxinnovation is a key partner for companies looking to engage in innovative activities
in Luxembourg or aiming to expand their business at the international level.

Recruitment Opportunities
Public Sector Recruitment Opportunities
Most researchers in Luxembourg are employed in public sector institutions, with
University of Luxembourg being one of the most important employers of
research staff. All positions open at the public sector institutions and the
University of Luxembourg are published on EURAXESS Luxembourg webpage.

Private Sector Recruitment Opportunities

Find innovative partners in
the private and public
sector.

* Source: FNR. Luxembourg
National Research Fund.
Press Kit.September 2017.
**Source:
http://www.luxembourg.public.
lu

The financial sector is the main driving force behind the Grand Duchy's
economy. The Grand Duchy's authorities have adopted a policy of
diversification of the country's economic fabric by providing support for
information and communication technologies (ICTs), logistics, bio- and ecotechnologies, research, etc. as well as actively promoting the diversification of
the financial marketplace.
Several instruments for investment aid to stimulate R&D activities within
companies: grants, loans, venture capital, export credit lowest VAT rate in
Europe.**

Funding Opportunities
The Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR) is the main funder of
research activities in Luxembourg. The FNR invests public funds and private
donations into research projects in various branches of science and the
humanities, with an emphasis on selected core strategic areas. Furthermore, it
supports and coordinates activities to strengthen the link between science and
society and to raise awareness for research. The FNR also advises the
Luxembourg government on research policy and strategy. The FNR has a
broad range of international funding opportunities. Further details are available
under the “International Cooperation” section of the Luxembourg National
Research Fund website.

Important Information for Incoming Researchers
The EURAXESS Luxembourg team is at your full disposal. EURAXESS
Luxembourg provides information and support to international researchers, all
services are free of charge. We provide information about entry conditions,
visas and residence permits, Luxembourg in general, the Luxembourgian
research landscape, job & funding offers, partnering, events for researchers
and much more!
Our newly updated guide
includes key topics such as
employment, entry conditions,
visa procedures, taxation,
social security, health care,
as
well
as
relevant
information about housing
and daily life.

Please read our Foreign Researchers‘ guide to Luxembourg, a practical guide
on living & working in Luxembourg.
ENTRY CONDITIONS:
Please check if you need a visa.
For working and long-term stays, a hosting agreement and a residence permit
are required. See all Luxembourgian embassies and representations around
the world.
Fees are waived for researchers from third countries travelling within the EU
for the purpose of carrying out scientific research. For additional information on
visa issues please visit the Euraxess Luxembourg website.
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Felipe Linhares is a Brazilian
researcher who completed his
PhD at the State University of
Rio de Janeiro (UERJ). He
found a post-doc position at
Luxembourg Institute of
Science and Technology
(LIST) on the EURAXESS
Jobs portal. He now shares
his time between LIST and
Goodyear.

Interview with Felipe Linhares, a Brazilian researcher
who found a new research opportunity in Luxembourg on
the EURAXESS Jobs portal

He was invited as speaker in
the recently held event
ATTRACTING TALENTED
RESEARCHERS TO
LUXEMBOURG , together
with the European
Commission representatives
and local authorities

How did you hear about Luxembourg and why did you decide to work in this
country?
Although I had never visited Luxembourg before coming here to work, I had heard and
read about it. So, when I arrived I already had some knowledge of some of the
characteristics of the country, such as the multicultural aspect of the country, a place
where foreigners are welcome, the uniqueness of being the only remaining Grand
Duchy in the world, among other characteristics and curiosities.
So when I saw the open position on the EURAXESS portal with a description that
matched perfectly with my profile, I did not have to think much to apply, and I was
eventually offered the position.
Name three characteristics about research work in Luxembourg or about
Luxembourg in general.

EURAXESS – Researchers in
Motion is an initiative of the
European Research Area
(ERA) that addresses barriers
to the mobility of researchers
and seeks to enhance their
career development.
This pan-European effort is
currently supported by over
40 countries, of which we will
profile one in each of our
quarterly EURAXESS Brazil
newsletters. In this edition, we
zoom in on LUXEMBOURG.
Focuses on other EU
countries are available here.

For me some of the best aspects about Luxembourg are the high investments in
research, the international environment at work, and the quality of life.
What role did EURAXESS play in this whole process (in the process of your
settlement in Luxembourg)? Describe your experience with EURAXESS Luxembourg.
EURAXESS had an important role since the beginning. First, I saw the advertisement for
the position on the EURAXESS portal. And after the position was offered to me,
EURAXESS in Luxembourg continued to assist me to settle down in the country, by
looking for a place for me to live, and with bank procedures.
A message to anyone who is considering looking for partners in research in
Luxembourg or moving to Luxembourg for work?
Luxembourg is a small country, but it has many special and charming places to visit.
And for being in the centre of Europe it is only a few hours away from many other
countries. Secondly, Luxembourg is investing a lot in research, making the country a
very interesting place to work in (as a researcher) and for creating new partnerships
with institutes and universities from around the globe.
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4 EURAXESS Brazil activities
4.1 Your research career in Switzerland, swissnex Rio,
13 September
The EURAXESS Brazil representative provided targeted information to Brazilian
based researchers interested in a research career in Switzerland following an
information webinar by EU Research on EU-funding and Swiss support
services.

4.2 MCAA Brazil-Europe workshop, São Luis-MA, 27-29
September
First event organised by the recently created Marie Curie Alumni Association
Brazil Chapter, in partnership with EURAXESS BRAZIL and the Federal
University of Maranhão.
The 1st MCAA Brazil-Europe Workshop on research collaboration will bring
together to São Luís researchers, policy makers, and students from several
Brazilian and European institutions and universities, for three days of
networking and discussions.
A European Tour of Brazil event will be held within the official agenda of the
1st MCAA Brazil-EU workshop, with presentations by EU member states and
associated countries as well as their Brazilian partners which will be focusing
on ongoing and future European-Brazilian partnerships related to the use
of natural products.

4.3 EURAXESS training - Science communication
techniques, Rio de Janeiro, 24 October
Until 12 October EURAXESS Brazil is receiving candidacies from researchers
interested in improving their skills on how to communicate their research to the
wider public.
This edition of the EURAXESS Training will focus on science podcasts.

4.4 Finals of the EURAXESS Science Slam Brazil, Rio
de Janeiro, 25 October
The EURAXESS training and
Science Slam are organised
with the support of the
Brazilian Academy of
Sciences, the Brazilian
Council of State Funding
agencies Confap, FAPERJ
Serrapilheira Institute, Pint of
Science, Dragões de
Garagem, the French and
Italian Consulates in Rio de
Janeiro and Illy.

Finals of EURAXESS Brazil flagship event, where 5 pre-selected researchers
based in Brazil will present their work in a simple and entertaining manner and
compete for a trip to Europe, to visit the research institute of their choice.
The finalists are:
-

Arthur Domingos de Melo, PhD student at the Federal University of
Pernambuco (UFPE)
Maria Eduarda Amaral Silva, Master student at the Federal University
of Sao Paulo (UNIFESP)
Marina Boni, Master student at the Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro (UFRJ)
Max Fabiano Rodrigues de Oliveira, PhD student at the Federal
Rural University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRRJ)
Raquel Medialdea Carrera, visiting researcher at the Oswaldo Cruz
Institute (FIOCRUZ)

Join us for this fun and interesting event registering at scienceslambrasil.com.
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4.5 Looking for funding opportunities? EURAXESS can
help you!
EURAXESS Brazil list of open calls: our compilation of grants & fellowships
funded by the European Commission, EU Member States or Brazilian
authorities to fund researchers' mobility and cooperation with European teams.
The upcoming edition will be made available early October at: Funding
opportunities - October 2017
EURAXESS Funding database
Individual researchers: search for the funding programme you need for your
mobility or research cooperation project.
Funding organisations: publish your funding opportunities and scholarships to
increase your visibility and reach the best candidates worldwide.

4.6 In case you missed our Flashnotes
If you wish to receive our regular flashnotes by email with information on EUBrazil scientific cooperation, events and opportunities, you can sign up for our
mailing list by email to brazil@euraxess.net.
Call opening : ERC Starting Grant 2018
Serrapilheira, Brazil's first private research institute
EURAXESS Brazil Funding Opportunities July/ August Edition
FAPESP - SPRINT: third call for proposals in 2017 now open!
Call open now: ERC Synergy Grants
Interview with Sebastian Sobek, ERC Starting Grant Awardee and Raquel
Mendonça, Brazilian ERC team member based in Brazil
IRELAND - Two scholarships for 1-year sandwich PhD at Dublin Institute of
Technology
UK - Newton Fund Researcher Links Biodiversity Travel Grants & Regional
Workshops
Five researchers from CELAC are awarded ERC starting grants
Finals of the EURAXESS Science Slam Brazil - Register now!
EURAXESS Workshop - Science communication techniques
Make Our Planet Great Again – Franco-German Fellowship Programme
Spain: Programme for International Cooperation on R&D open to Latin America!
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