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Dear Colleagues!

Welcome to the July issue of our newsletter.
This issue brings you over 55 open calls for proposals in more than 20
European countries (EU Member States & Associated Countries). Some calls
have a tight deadline. Don’t miss them! Our news and development section
includes recent and very interesting R&D news from the European Research
Area, Canada and the United States.
This newsletter is also intended
as a communication tool with
you all, so please do not
hesitate to contact us at
northamerica@euraxess.net for
comments, corrections or if you
want to advertise for a particular
funding scheme or event.

EURAXESS Science Slam 2015: we have opened the submission process for
the short 3 min videos as of May 29 and will keep it open until September 21.
You have a choice of either posting a link to your video to our Facebook page,
Twitter or LinkedIn group, or you can also use the option of sending it via
DropItToMe platform or emailing it directly to northamerica@euraxess.net. All the
necessary information about the rules and conditions can be found on our
website.
Are you still not sure, what a science slam is? Watch our trailer for the
EURAXESS Science Slam 2015 here! The main idea behind this event is to show
how well you can communicate your scientific project to an audience of nonexperts. Don’t hesitate to send us your video NOW! The first prize is definitely
worth trying for: a trip to Europe, meeting with the European Commission’s staff
and a meeting with a research institute of your choice!
Also included in this month’s issue: an exclusive interview with EURAXESS
Science Slam North America Winner 2014, Kurtis Baute.
This month’s EU Insight focuses on the Conference “A new start for Europe:
Opening up to an ERA of Innovation” that was held last month in Brussels.

Enjoy reading the newsletter!

EURAXESS LINKS NORTH AMERICA
Your EURAXESS Links North America Team
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1 EU Insight – Conference:
Opening up to an ERA of
Innovation

Over 600 scientists,
innovators, and policy-makers
gathered in Brussels for the
ERA innovation conference
© Michael Chia/European
Commission

On 22 and 23 June, over 600 scientists, innovators, and policy-makers gathered
in Brussels, Belgium under the umbrella of the conference “A new start for
Europe: Opening up to an ERA of Innovation” to discuss Open Science, the
European Research Area, and Innovation. Bringing together key players from the
fields of research, business and innovation, the conference provided an excellent
opportunity to not only forge ideas on how to bring growth and jobs to Europe and
to share views on the Innovation Union, but also to network with key stakeholders
and decision-makers – and, ultimately, to shape the future of Europe's research
and innovation policy.1
Commissioner Moedas’ opening speech: Strategic priorities to tackle
Europe’s challenges – Open Innovation, Open Science, and Openness to
the World²
On 22 June, Carlos Moedas, Commissioner for Science, Research and
Innovation, opened the conference by summarising the achievements in respect
to the creation of the European Research Area and researcher mobility, stating
that mobility is becoming a normal part of the career of every researcher which is
also underlined by the fact that around one in three EU researchers have been
internationally mobile over the last 10 years. Furthermore, he highlighted the
eight-fold increase in the number of jobs advertised on the EURAXESS site since
2007, with around 10,000 job offers on any given day.

“I see fantastic strengths in
Europe. We are open, we have
diversity, we host great
institutions. With Horizon 2020,
we are funding research on an
unprecedented scale.”
Carlos Moedas
Commissioner for Science,
Research and Innovation
22 June 2015
Opening speech

© Michael Chia/European
Commission

July 2015 | Issue 86| Page 8 of 65

EURAXESS LINKS NORTH AMERICA
“But I would like to go much
further and begin building a
global research area. This
will not happen in one step,
but through developing
partnerships with other areas,
such as China, Latin America
and the United States.”
Carlos Moedas,
Commissioner for Science,
Research and Innovation

However, Commissioner Moedas also recognized the three most pressing
challenges Europe is facing, i.e. that Europe rarely succeeds in bringing research
results to market, that Europe falls behind on the very best science in some areas
despite generating more scientific output than any other region in the world, and
that Europe punches below its weight in international science and science
diplomacy.
To tackle these challenges, the commissioner focused on three strategic
priorities, including ‘openness to the world’. Here, he outlined his vision of
creating not only a research area on a European scale, but a global research
area: “This will not happen in one step, but through developing partnerships with
other areas, such as China, Latin America and the United States. […] So, during
my mandate I commit myself to launch and expand a series of international
initiatives.”
Live streaming, presentations and the programme
The conference’s website³ now hosts a number of presentations and speeches
as well as the final programme of the conference. Also available are the session
recordings of the live streaming, which can be accessed here.

A video showing impressions
of the conference can be
found here.

Sources and further information
1

Conference website: http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2015/era-ofinnovation/index.cfm.
Moedas, Carlos. “Open Innovation, Open Science, Open to the World”.
SPEECH/15/5243. 22 June 2015. http://europa.eu/rapid/pressrelease_SPEECH-15-5243_en.htm . Accessed 20 July 2015.
2

³ See footnote 1.
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2 Feature
In mid-June (14th-17th), the six winners of the EURAXESS Science Slam 2014
came together in Bonn, Germany to claim their prize: a two-day science
communication training; a trip to Brussels, Belgium to meet with European
Commission officials involved in European and international research and
innovation; and an individual meeting at a European research institution of their
choice as a way to encourage and support their future scientific careers.
More than seven months earlier, Kai Narita (Tokyo Institute of Technology),
Vanessa Cardoso Pires (University of Sao Paulo), Kurtis Baute (University of
Guelph, ON, Canada), Anand Kant Das (Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai), Yanting Wang (Peking University) and Bhamini Bhujun
(University of Nottingham, Malaysia campus) participated in and won the
EURAXESS Science Slams in their respective countries/regions. In the interview
to follow, the winners recount their experiences taking part in and winning
the EURAXESS Science Slam and how doing so has affected their burgeoning
research careers.

2.1.1 Meet the researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science Slam North
America Winner 2014 Kurtis Baute
Kurtis, please tell us about your research background and interests.

Kurtis Baute is from rural
Ontario, Canada. He holds
a B.A. in Biology from Wilfrid
Laurier University, and is
currently finishing a M.Sc.
candidate in Environmental
Science at the University of
Guelph.
kurtis.baute@gmail.com

Currently, I’m trying to turn plants into power, by researching a form of renewable
energy called ‘biogas’. It’s a super interesting field, but my passion for science
communication has overhwhelmed me – it’s what I want to do next. I want to know
what scientists can do to make their research more accessible, and that too will
take research.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
An email made its way through my university and reached me through a friend.
Why did you decide to participate?
I love making videos almost as much as I love science. Combine that with the fact
that I don’t mind being a bit silly now and then, and submitting something to the
competition became a no-brainer for me.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
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My live slam was one part audience participation, one part song, two parts nerdy
science jokes, and six parts just having fun.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?

The live presentation video
can be watched online here.

I wanted to help the audience see that the future of energy production is probably
not as bleak as they thought, but also suggest that it might be weirder than they
imagined.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or the
live presentation?
The live presentation was certainly trickier for me in some ways. I wasn’t sure if my
slam was going to be too long or too short, and chosing what to leave in and take
out was hard.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
I would say: Wow. The whole experience has lead to being contacted by
newspapers, put our lab in touch with other researchers, it definitely didn’t hurt in
helping me get a science communication job, and it sent me off to Europe to meet
and learn from some incredible people. It has been a game changer for me.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Yes, of course! Do it! Worst case scenario, you tried something new and learned
some things. Best case scenario, you are suddenly in Europe thinking about how
your life has changed.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Just go for it. Be yourself, have fun, and know that looking a bit silly is not only ‘OK’,
it’s basically encouraged.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from ASEAN,
Brazil, China, India and Japan. How was your training in scientific
communication?
The training was excellent. I learned a ton from the speakers, and became part of
a growing community of enthusiastic scientists.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I went off to the University of Copenhagen to meet with Jan Sølberg in the
department of Science Education. Of all of Europe, I chose to go there because
it seemed like the sort of city I could see myself living in at some point (did you
know there are 1.8 bikes per person there?), and because it had a prestigious
research group that I was interested in meeting.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
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I have had only a very brief introduction to a European research group before, and
not in the field of science education.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
Definitely. If and when I decide to start my PhD, Europe will be on the top of my
wish list.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What kind
of information did you receive?
The main thing I learned in meeting with the EURAXESS service centre
representative in Copenhagen is that there is a huge amount of support. You don’t
have to go through the process of applying and moving to Europe on your own.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Yup! Once I managed to make contact with the researchers there and once they
knew I had won a contest for all of North America and chose to visit them, of all of
Europe, they were definitely keen to meet me. However, I learned that I had to be
a bit careful about keeping my emails out of spam boxes, because apparently this
prize is unbelievable even to computers.
Thank you for your time!

2.1.2 Meet the researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science Slam ASEAN
Winner 2014 Bhamini Bhujun
Bhamini, please tell us about your research background and interests
My research deals with supercapacitors. These are energy storage devices that
can charge in the space of seconds and retain the charge for several days.
Supercapacitors aim at replacing batteries in the near future.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
Bhamini Bhujun
Born in Mauritius.

I was browsing the internet when I came across Jibby’s video (winner of
EURAXESS ASEAN 2013). It was very interesting and I thought why not give it a
try.

BENG at the University of
Mauritius

Why did you decide to participate?

MSC at the University of
Nottingham

I thought that this was an interesting platform where I can showcase my research
to the general public.

PHD (Current) at The
University of Nottingham
Malaysia Campus

Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
At first it was a bit stressful, because I was going to deliver a live presentation.
However, after I met the other participants, the tension eased. They were all here
to have fun while presenting their research.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?
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I wanted to engage with the audience by using their everyday lives. Almost
everyone uses a smartphone and they could relate to the low-battery difficulty they
experience everyday. I wanted to convince the audience that my research is
definitely ground-breaking in terms of energy storage in electronic devices.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or the
live presentation?
Personally, the pre-selection video was more challenging because it was the first
time I was making a video. I had to research on sound effects as well as graphics
and efficiently incorporate my message in the video.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
I did not expect it at all. There were some really awesome presentations and when
I was announced as the winner, it took some time for the thought to register in my
mind. After I finally realized that I am really the winner, I was exhilarated. The
immediate thought was “Europe-here I come.”
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Definitely! The Science Slam is an incredible experience. You get to meet other
researchers and showcase your work in a relaxed, casual way. It also gives you
the opportunity to step back from the scientific world and have a more general view
of your work.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Do not use any scientific jargon. The audience is not specialised in your field. And
most importantly, remember have fun.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from Brazil,
China, India, Japan and North America. How was your training in scientific
communication?
Meeting the other slammers was a fascinating experience. I got to learn about their
research and experience different cultures. The two day training was interesting.
The trainers were so passionate about their field and it was a fun learning
experience.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I chose to visit the CNRS in France, since it is one of the leading research insititutes
in my field in Europe. My meeting was scheduled with Dr Patrice Simon, who is an
expert in the field of supercapacitors.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
This was the first time I was visiting a research institute in Europe.
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Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
I am definitely thinking of doing post-doc research at the CNRS. They are very
specialised and they have a state of the art lab that would be a dream for any
researcher.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What kind
of information did you receive?
I met up with the EURAXESS service centre in Toulouse and I found a group of
pleasant, research-focussed people. They gave me a general idea about the
services they offer. These services aim at facilitating bureaucratic procedures for a
researcher.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Being a Science Slam winner was an incredible experience. It opened doors to so
many opportunities and most importantly, winning the Science Slam provided me
with the opportunity of visiting my dream institution.
Thank you for your time!

2.1.3 Meet the researcher:
Interview with Kai Narita, EURAXESS Science
Slam Japan Winner 2014
Kai, tell us about your research background and interests.
My background is material sciences. My research focuses on biomaterials using
magnesium/calcium phosphate composites.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
Kai Narita, born in Aomori,
Japan won the EURAXESS
Science Slam Japan 2014.
He is currently finishing his
master’s degree in material
sciences at the Tokyo
Institute of Technology,
Japan.
narita.k.ab@m.titech.ac.jp

I attended the 1st EURAXESS Science Slam Japan in 2013 as an audience
member, and I decided to show my research at Science Slam Japan 2014.
Why did you decide to participate?
I wanted to try showing my research to non-scientists. Moreover, the first prize, and
the opportunites provided for the winner is very attractive, because building a
connection with a scientist at an European institute in order to find a PhD position
is not easy for a Japanese master’s course student to do on their own.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
I showed my research of magnesium (Mg) as a new bone fixation wearing a Harry
Potter costume. I started by comparing the philosopher’s stone (magic) and Mg
(science) as a healing tool, and did some (I hope) funny experiments using Mg.

Tokyo Institute of Technology

What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or the
live presentation?
Both the video and presentation time were very short. It was difficult for me to make
them short while retaining important and entertaining points.
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What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
It was very impressive. I learned how my research can be interesting for nonscientists and researchers from other fields from the audience members’ reaction
to my performance and other finalists’ presentations, which were very exciting.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Yes! Basically, science is not only for scientists but also for all people. I think, to
learn how to show your research is very important in a researchers’ career,
because you have many opportunities to explain your research to people who are
not familiar with your science field; an interviewer for funding, collaborator of
another field, even your parents!
Moreover, the Science Slam is fun!
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Go beyond just an explanation and presentation! Make it easy to be understood by
your parents, and don’t forget that you can do any type of performance during the
Science Slam.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from ASEAN,
Brazil, China, India and North America. How was your training in scientific
communication?
I learned many things related to science communication from the training. I think
that the study of science communication is usually conducted for a science
communicator: a science administrator, science journalist, science curator of
museum and so on. However, in this time, I learned science communication from
the view of a researcher, which is very helpful for my research career.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I met some researchers at the Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces, in
Potsdam, Germany: Dr Bertinetti, Dr Habraken and Dr Dunlop. The reason of the
visit was to find a PhD position related to the work of biomimetic materials.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
Yes. I also visited thge University of Cambridge and Imperial College London in
UK.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
Yes. I would like to conduct my PhD research at one of the European institutes I
visited.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What kind
of information did you receive?
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They help an international researcher concerning almost any aspect of life, from
learning a language to dealing with the authorities.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Yes! It is difficult to even get a reply by just sending an e-mail to an institute in
Europe from an unknown Japanese student. In particular, my current research and
the topic which I am interested in for a PhD position are different. Thus, I think the
influence of being a science slam winner was very high!
Thank you for your time!

2.1.4 Meet the researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science Slam India
Winner 2014 Anand kant Das
Anand, please tell us about your research background and interests

Anand kant Das
Ph.D Scholar
(Neuroscience, Biophysics)
Tata Insitute of Fundamental
Research(TIFR),
Mumbai,
India)
anandkantdas@gmail.com
http://artha-meaning-oflife.weebly.com/

After completing my Bachelor of Science (Honors) in Chemistry from St Stephen’s
college, Delhi, India, I joined the Integrated-Masters of Science (Biological
Sciences) and Ph.D. (Neuroscience and Biophysics) program at Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai, India. At present, I am a senior PhD
scholar working in the Biophotonics laboratory of Prof Sudipta Maiti where we
investigate biophysically tractable problems using sensitive tools.
My present research focuses on the key steps which underlie debilitating
neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. A better
understanding of the disease mechanism will help us gather leads for designing
effective therapeutics. I use a variety of very sensitive biophysical tools and
techniques to probe damage of nerve cells in these diseases. In addition to this,
I have a passion for science writing and communication and independently
maintain a science blog by the name ‘Artha-meaning-of-Life’.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
I first time heared about the science slam was when I first encountered a beautiful
poster on the notice board of TIFR announcing the EURAXESS Science Slam
competition. In addition to this, quite a few emails were circulated by the institute
briefing on the nature of the contest. I went online and decided to explore the do’s
and don’ts of science slamming and this is how I got an idea of what slamming is
all about.
Why did you decide to participate?
I believe that there exists a wide gap between the research and innovations which
take place in laboratories and what reaches the interested public. The only way to
bridge the gap is science communication. It is an effective way to disseminate
scientific knowledge and explain the wider relevance of scientific findings to
societies. A science slam is a very powerful and entertaining way to communicate
scientific research and this motivated me to participate in the event. In addition, the
first prize-a trip to Europe, for the slam winner looked very tempting.
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Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
I work on proteins which are believed to cause damage to brain circuits in
Alzheimer’s disease. This malady of Alzheimer’s is so devastating that the principle
memory center of the brain gets damaged and eventually the other key areas of
the brain are also paralyzed. The worst symptom of the disease arrives late but
comes with a bang. One loses memory of everything including ones own name. It
looks as if in the canvas of life, relationships and societies one has lost oneself. To
be precise, one has forgotten one’s own identity, experiences of life and everything
what we call a collective memory of us and hence my talk was titled as ‘A forgotten
life…’.
I delivered a 10 min slam (see picture above) in front of a lively and enthusiastic
audience at Café Zoe in Mumbai. It was a tough job but a great learning
experience for me. The show was extremely well organized and professionally
managed. I thoroughly enjoyed the event and learnt a lot of interesting science
from fellow slammers.
In my own slam, I tried to explain the complexity of the human brain by giving
proper anecdotes and examples. I briefly talked about how nerve cells talk to
each other and the importance of such communications for normal brain
functions. If the information transfer is disrupted, then brain functions is affected.
Such is the fatal turn of events in Alzheimer’s disease that one’s own proteins,
Amyloid-β, turn rogue, form gangs and attack nerve cells disrupting
communication between nerve cells; thus leading to damage of the memory
center of the brain. My own research has lead to identification of two key parts of
this protein, the fold region which is important for attaching to nerve cells, and the
leg region of the protein which pulls the toxic trigger. Targeting these two regions
could, in principle, lead to advanced therapeutics. I made use of a power-point
presentation, videos, brain models and other props to bring out the excitement of
my research to the non-expert audience.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?
My message to the audience can be summarised in three key ideas:
1. The brain is very complex. Communication between nerve cells is most important
for brain function.
2. Certain self-proteins turn rogue and can cause deficits in nerve communication.
3. Alzheimer’s disease causing Aβ protein can attack nerve cells with its bum region
and pulls triggers with its legs. These two regions can principally be targeted in
reducing brain damage in Alzheimer’s disease.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or the
live presentation?
The live presentation was more challenging because there was no scope for retake.
Additionally, you cannot overshoot the alloted time.
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What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
The experience can’t be summarized in a few words. It was a very enriching,
entertaining and a great learning experience for me. I got to interact not only with
fellow speakers but also with the audiences and guests during the networking
dinner. The ambience of the café, the aroma of the food and of course the slam
sessions made my evening. Thank you EURAXESS for organizing such a lovely
event. Three cheers to the team and management.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Yes, in brief I recommend the slam in the strongest possible words. I think more
and more researchers should come out of their laboratories and share their
research with society (the principle source of research - public money) and make
them understand how the public money is being used to do useful and exciting
science. Science communication will bridge a lot of gaps and also enthuse people
with rational and scientific thought processes. Slamming is a fun way to
communicate and I wish good luck to all the slammers in near future
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Science communication is not that easy, particularly when the complexity and the
relevance of one’s own research needs to be explained to a lay person.
Nevertheless, it is a fun and necessary exercise because as you prepare to explain
your work, it gives you a sense of ownership and increases your confidence as you
reach out to the public. Chalk out the key aims of your project in three basic ideas
and then spend time thinking of ways to simplify these without going wrong on the
scientific side or over claiming the findings.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from ASEAN,
Brazil, China, Japan and North America. How was your training in scientific
communication?
Meeting fellow slammers from different parts of the world was great fun.The twoday science communication training programme was one of the best training
workshops I have ever attended.The trainers were stalwarts in the field.The
workshop was highly useful and covered different aspects of communication. It was
very interative in nature and comprised of different modules which taught us a lot.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I opted for Cambridge University, UK and went on to meet Prof Maria Grazia
Spillantini and Prof Peter St George-Hyslop.They are leading researchers in the
field of neurodegenerative diseases, an area which is of immense interest to me.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
This was the first time I made contact with European researchers. Prior to this trip,
I had only read about their work but had no contact with them. Thanks to
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EURAXESS, I could meet not only experts from Cambridge University but also
make a private trip to Gottingen, Paris, Vienna etc and meet leading researchers
from these universities.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
My trip to Europe was a life changing experience for me. It was a very successful
and satisfying trip. I could meet, discuss and network with leading European
scientists and policy makers. I was lucky enough to bag a few post doctoral
positions and have finally decided to take up a post doctoral position at Vienna
University of Technology.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What kind
of information did you receive?
I met Dr Joy Warde at Cambridge. She was very helpful and kind. I discussed at
length with her about different funding schemes which exists for researchers,
accommodation and things related to a long term stay at Cambridge.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Yes, definitely it did. I could communicate with confidence and clarity with leading
European scientists. This eventually led me to post doc offers at various leading
laboratories in Europe.
Thank you for your time!

2.1.5 Meet the researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science Slam Brazil
Winner 2014 Vanessa Cardoso Pires
Vanessa, please tell us about your research background and interests

Vanessa Cardoso Pires
Brazilian, nutritionist, started
her research career in 2006
working in a project of
scientific initiation as an
undergraduate student. In
2012 she finished her Master’s
degree in Health Sciences and
studied at the University of
Texas MD Anderson Cancer
Center as a research intern.
Currently, she is finishing her
PhD in Food Science, working
with maternal and paternal
programming
of
breast
cancer.
vanessacpires@usp.br

At the beginning of my research career, I was interested in investigating the effects
of functional foods on male reproduction. Following this interest, I worked with
green tea and grape juice. However, when I finished my Master’s degree, I wanted
to open my mind to new areas. For this reason, I went to the US to learn more
about natural products on cancer prevention and treatment, but this was not exactly
what I wanted to work on. So, in my PhD project, I had the opportunity to put
together the topics of male reproduction, functional foods and cancer, in an
amazing and new area called maternal and paternal programming. Finally, my
currently research project is focused on investigating the effects of maternal and/or
paternal blackberry extract consumption on breast cancer risk in female offspring.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
I learned about the EURAXESS Science Slam on Facebook.
Why did you decide to participate?
I decided to participate in this competition because I and other friends created a
group about science communication in Brazil (GATU), mainly due to the difficulty
that some professors have in transmitting knowledge. However, we had no idea

July 2015 | Issue 86| Page 19 of 65

EURAXESS LINKS NORTH AMERICA
about how relevant this topic is around the world, since in Brazil this has no great
importance.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.

www.grupogatu.com
www.facebook.com/grupogatu

In my live presentation, I represented Death. She talked about her life and the
difficulty of doing her job, which is to induce breast cancer in women, mainly
because of research on the prevention of breast cancer before one is born through
parents’ food intake. She was desperate and searching for a new opportunity in life
in Europe.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?
The most important thing in the final is to relax, enjoy this unique moment and have
fun.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or the
live presentation?
The live presentation was more challenging because you need to transmit the
principal message about your research project to a non-expert audience, that is not
easy, and holding everyone’s attention using funny tools.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
I can say that was a unique experience, not only the European trip (that was
wonderful), but I also had the opportunity to show my research project on a TV
show; radio; the website of my university; a lot of blogs, etc. I have been able enjoy
good visibility to present a little of the big research world in Brazil.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Definitely yes! This is a great opportunity to develop abilities that in the academic
environment, in general, is not allowed.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
If their grandparents and parents could understand their research project, probably
is because is it easy to understand. I think this is the principal thing in the
EURAXESS Science Slam. Other thing is: have fun!
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from ASEAN,
China, India, Japan and North America. How was your training in scientific
communication?
The training in scientific communication was wonderful! Not only because the
course was extremely intense and productive, but also the opportunity to work with
the other slammers. I was able to learn a little about each country and what the
research area there is like.
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EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I decided to visit the University of Cambridge because one of the most important
research groups in my area is located there.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
Yes, I have participated in a workshop at my university in partnership with the
University of Cambridge. But the experience to be in the European research
environment is irreplaceable.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
Yes. During my visit in Europe, I could see how much greater the investment is in
research compared to Brazil. It is really different and much better than in my
country.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What kind
of information did you receive?
I have received a lot of information about different ways to apply to a post-doc
programme at the University of Cambridge; what kind of assistance they have; the
cost of living in Cambridge and the benefits of studying there.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
I think so, because I could show my possible future boss more abilities than we can
learn in academia. Maybe this can be a differentiator between me and other
candidates.
Thank you for your time!

2.1.6 Meet the researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science Slam China
Winner 2014 Yanting Wang
Yanting Wang, born in
Deyang, China, is now a
PhD candidate at Peking
University. Her research
focus is on the molecular
mechanims
underlying
opioid addiction and her
team identified heat shock
protein 70 as a novel
biological
target
for
behavioral
sensitisation
induced by a single
morphine exposure in rats.
Email
address:
phylliswang_2005@126.co
m

Yanting, please tell us about your research background and interests
Molecular mechanisms underlying opioid addiction and looking for novel biological
targets for prevention and treatment of opioid addiction.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
I learned about it from the website of Peking University (posted by the Office of
International Relations).
Why did you decide to participate?
First of all, it is very different from most scientific presentations, and the main
purpose is to create fun from science. Secondly, I like making speeches, but I never
tried to amuse the general public in a scientific context. This was a challenge for
me, but attracted me a lot. Thirdly, I hoped that my presentation might change some
people’s perspectives about science.
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Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
The topic of my live presentation is “A story about addiction: How can rats help us?”
I began with a short self-made video to attract people’s interest in addiction and let
people have a general idea about what my research is. Then I told people what
problem I would like to solve and how I tried to solve it. Finally, I ended my
presentation with a short rap to stress the significance of this research and my
expectation about new medication for prevention and treatment of addiction.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending the
live finals?
There is a lot of fun in science and scientists can, sometimes, be very interesting.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or the
live presentation?
The live presentation was much more challenging.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
It was a memorable event in my post graduate career. It is still a very fresh memory
for me, especially those days when my friends and I discussed every detail about
the final presentation.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
I would recommend every researcher who is truly interested in science to
participate, because it is an opportunity for us to see science in a new perspective.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
1. Prepare well.
2. Speak loudly.
3. Be passionate.
4. Never think about winning or losing; just think about the presentation itself.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from ASEAN,
Brazil, India, Japan and North America. How was your training in scientific
communication?
I enjoyed the science communication training and doing related excercises together
with other winners from diversified backgrounds, and I learned about some skills in
this field. It is very useful to me and it is also a possible career path for researches.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
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I visited Dr Hamid Noori at the Central Institute of Mental Health, at the University
of Heidelberg. The reasons are that first of all, my interest is on addiction, and
second of all, I am very interested in in-silico pharmacology, which is a new
discipline allowing people to make treatment predictions without experimental
efforts and to push drug repurposing to a novel level. Dr Noori is an expert in insilico pharmacology and his research interest is also drug addiction. Therefore, I
decided to visit him.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
Yes, I once participated in an international exchange programme hosted by
Copenhagen University.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
Yes, I would like to.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What kind
of information did you receive?
The meeting with the local EURAXESS service centre in Mannheim was not
possible. But I met the staff of the German EURAXESS Bridgehead Organisation.
I consulted with them about German classes and it seems that there are many
choices for international researchers to learn German in Germany.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
I think so.
Thank you for your time!
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3 EURAXESS Links North America
Activities
3.1.1 Slam your way to Europe with the EURAXESS
Science Slam 2015!

Watch our
trailer and read
the flyer!
Click here to watch
last year finals’
presentations.
scienceslamnorthamerica
.euraxess.org

WHAT: contest giving researchers based in North America the chance to use
their creativity and communication skills to showcase their research projects
to their peers and the wider public in a relaxed and joyful atmosphere.
WHO: researchers (all levels starting from M.A./M.Sc. candidates) of all
nationalities and research fields from the public and private sector currently
based in North America (Canada or USA)
WHEN: submission until September 21, 2015. Live finals on the 19th of
October 2015.
HOW to join the competition:
1. Be creative and develop an original idea to present your research
project to the world: Tap dancing, singing, oldschool presentation,
scientific equipment – everything is allowed.
2. Make a 3-minute max. video of the presentation to be held in the LIVE
finals with your camera phone (or equivalent). Make sure the
presentation is in English.

*Expenses covered:
Economy return flights (1 ticket per
person) and hotel accommodation
(up to 2 nights) to the finals will be
booked and paid for by EURAXESS
Links North America for the finalists
based outside Chicago

3. Upload your video on the web and post a link to our Facebook site,
Twitter or our LinkedIn group. Participants can also send the link via email
directly to northamerica@euraxess.net or upload it to the DropItToMe
platform.

FINALS: The 5 best candidates will be invited* by EURAXESS to the LIVE finals
held during the Neuroscience Conference in Chicago, IL, USA in October 2015.
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They will present a topic related to their research to an audience of non-experts.
The slam will be given in English in maximum 10 minutes and can be supported
by video and audio material, Powerpoint slides and any other kind of media
available, as well as by scientific equipment.
The performances of the participants will be judged by the audience and the
jury comprised of a team of science communicators, research scientists and/or
administrators from North America and the two EURAXESS Links North America
Representatives.
PRIZE:
The winner will be awarded:
1. A free round-trip to Europe in 2016.
2. The winner will be invited to meet European Commission’s policy officers
(DG R&I, ERC, MSCA, etc.).
3. During the stay in Europe, EURAXESS Links will assist in arranging a meeting
at one research organisation/institution of the winner’s choice within the
European Union. In case of a successful meeting arrangement, EURAXESS
Links will finance the trip to this institute.
Check the updated terms and conditions and make sure to send your
application before 21 September 2015.
For more details, visit us at scienceslamnorthamerica.euraxess.org!

3.1.2 EURAXESS Links North America at the
Research Triangle Park in North Carolina, 26-28
August 2015
The Research Triangle Park is one of the largest research parks in the world,
anchored by three world-class universities: The University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, Duke University in Durham, and North Carolina State University of
Raleigh. These universities are ranked 30th, 8th, 95th nationally, and the park
itself is home with more than 200 companies and over 50,000 people with
expertise in fields such as micro-electronics, telecommunications, biotechnology,
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and environmental sciences. Industries invest more
than $296 million in R&D at the region’s universities each year – double the
average R&D investment for innovation clusters elsewhere in the nation.
To attend the information sessions on European Funding Opportunities at one of
the 3 universities, please register here.
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4 News & Developments
4.1 EU and Member States
4.1.1 Investment Plan for Europe: European Fund for
Strategic Investments adds firepower to Horizon
2020 for innovative SMEs
The European Commission has put the final building blocks in place to kick-start
investment in the real economy. A package of measures agreed on 22 July will
ensure that the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) is up and JeanClaude Juncker to implement the Investment Plan for Europe.
Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation,
today signed an agreement with the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the
European Investment Fund (EIF) that will enable the EFSI to enhance existing
loan guarantee instruments. This notably concerns the InnovFin SME Guarantee,
a part of the new generation of financial instruments developed under Horizon
2020, the EU's research and innovation funding programme.
Globally, the EFSI SME Window is expected to support at least EUR 30 billion of
investments carried out by innovative SMEs and small mid-caps.
In the context of the Horizon 2020 InnovFin facilities, the Commission, the EIB
and the EIF have also signed another agreement on a new pilot scheme run
under the InnovFin SME Venture Capital facility, which will co-finance
investments by business angels (BAs) in innovative SMEs and small midcaps
that predominantly aim to commercialize new ICT-related products and services.
The aim of this pilot is to help overcome the deficiencies of the BAs financing
environment by providing equity stakes in funds aiming to co-invest with or
managed by BAs for the ultimate benefit of innovative SMEs and small midcaps
located in the Member States and countries associated to Horizon 2020, with a
particular focus on Central and Easter Europe. With an initial EU financial
contribution of EUR 30 million, this pilot is expected to generate an amount of up
to EUR 120 million of investments.
Read more (Source: European Commission)

4.1.2 ICT innovation: SMEs make best use of EU
research funding

JRC report identifies innovations
and innovators with high potential
in EU-funded projects

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are champions of EU research
programmes: they deliver 41% of the high potential innovations generated in ICTrelated EU-funded research and innovation projects, despite accounting for a
mere 14% of the total funding. However, greater focus on technology than on
business strategies is one of the main bottlenecks when it comes to getting these
innovations to the market.
These are some of the findings of the Innovation Radar survey which analysed
information and communication technology (ICT) research and innovation
projects funded by two European research programmes: the Seventh Framework
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Programme (FP7) and Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme
(CIP). The survey was conducted by the JRC.
Other findings include:
Germany, Spain and the UK host the highest number of organisations identified
as key innovators (17%, 12.3% and 12% respectively) and are trailed by Italy
(10.9%) and France (9.6%). As for cities, Barcelona tops the list by hosting 19
innovative organisations (universities, innovative SMEs, startups), followed by
London and Paris with 17 each, and Milan with 16.
However, reaching the market is not a smooth process for innovators: a quarter
of already mature innovations are not yet being exploited. Among these, half were
assessed as being innovations with high market potential. One of the main
barriers to market commercialisation is that the projects' focus on technology
aspects too often is at the expense of developing a market strategy. Of those
market studies, a business plan is on the agenda for only 27% of the projects.
That is why the European Commission is already improving links between
innovators in EU-funded research projects and services that help such innovators
prepare to "reach the market".
Nearly 70% of the innovations surveyed are to be brought to market within two
years. Currently, 10% of all innovations are already being exploited, either on the
market or internally by a partner organisation.
Read more (Source: ERC)

4.1.3 Horizon 2020 project information now available on
CORDIS
CORDIS is continuing its role as the European Commission's primary public
repository, containing over 100,000 EU-funded research projects and results
stretching back 25 years and now extending its services to Horizon 2020 projects.
The first Horizon 2020 grants were signed in 2014 and hundreds of new projects
are being added each month. CORDIS retrieves its information from the grant
agreements, publishing for each project its acronym, costs, topic, funding
scheme, objectives, coordinating and participating organisations, including the
EC contribution for each beneficiary. Horizon 2020 projects can currently be
found through their programme area and topic but further information is planned
to be added, including project websites, contact persons and cross-cutting
domains. A more thematic approach to information will also be explored.
The publishable reports from Horizon 2020 projects will also be made available
on CORDIS in the future, alongside the thousands of Report Summaries currently
being submitted by projects funded under FP7, the previous framework
programme. The publication of these reports is followed by multilingual Results
in Brief for each project and coverage in the free research*eu results magazine –
making it easier to identify exploitable results and opportunities for innovation.
Project factsheets on CORDIS also display the Open Access publications and
research data collected by OpenAIRE.
CORDIS provides the EU Open Data Portal with popular datasets for all FP4,
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FP5, FP6, FP7 and now H2020 projects, allowing data consumers to reuse and
repurpose machine-readable project information as needed, alongside
thousands of other public datasets from the EU institutions. The CORDIS search
engine also offers tools to retrieve data in different formats like RSS, PDF, XML,
CSV or just regular email notifications, with plans to progressively extend these
functions.
CORDIS focuses on research results but if you are interested in participating in
an EU-funded project, you can find everything you need on the Participant Portal:
funding calls, reference documents, submission of proposals, expert evaluators
and project management and reporting. You can also find out more about the
current 2014-2020 framework programme on the Horizon 2020 website.
Read more (Source: European Commission)

4.1.4 Commission seeks the next European Capital of
Innovation
Carlos Moedas, EU Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation,
launched on 9 July the second edition of the European Capital of Innovation
award at the plenary session of the Committee of the Regions.
Won by Barcelona in 2014, this competition rewards the European city which is
building the best “innovation ecosystem”, connecting citizens, public
organisations, academia, and business. Given that urban areas generate two
thirds of the EU's GDP, it is these areas that will contribute the most to making
Europe more innovative. The new Capital of Innovation will receive EUR 950,000
to scale up its innovation activities. The second and third cities in the ranking will
respectively receive EUR 100,000 and EUR 50,000 for networking activities. The
competition is open until 18 November 2015.
Applicant cities will be judged on how on-going and future initiatives create the
right environment to innovate. An independent panel of experts will select the
winning city and the two runners-up in early 2016.
The contest is open to cities:



which have over 100,000 inhabitants (in countries where there is no city
with more than 100,000 inhabitants, the largest city is eligible to apply);
from EU Member States and countries associated to Horizon 2020, the
European research and innovation programme.

Read more (Source: European Commission)

4.1.5 ERC Advanced Grants: EUR 445 million from the
EU to 190 senior research leaders
The European Research Council (ERC) has announced the award of its
prestigious Advanced Grants to 190 senior researchers. The funding, worth in
total EUR 445 million, will enable them and their teams to pursue ground-breaking
ideas. These are the first ERC Advanced Grants awarded under the 'excellent
science' pillar of Horizon 2020, the EU's research and innovation programme
launched in 2014.
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The grantees will work on a wide range of topics and will follow many different
approaches as the ERC supports frontier research in all areas of knowledge in a
very open format. The following examples illustrate this diversity: a researcher in
Italy will set up a team pioneering gene therapy for heart arrhythmias; a scientist
in Sweden will address the outstanding questions for understanding the most
important liquid on Earth – water; a Czech biologist will investigate bio-diversity
in tropical and temperate forests. (Read more)
ERC grants are awarded to researchers of any nationality based in, or willing to
move to, Europe. In this competition, researchers of 23 different nationalities
received the funding, with British (38), German (33), Dutch (18), French (17) and
Italian (16) researchers awarded the highest number of grants.
The new ERC projects will be hosted in 17 countries across Europe, with the
United Kingdom (45 grants), Germany (29) and France (23) as top locations.
Read more (Source: ERC)

4.1.6 EPO supports new platform on renewable energy
innovation
Policy makers and other energy sector players now have consolidated access to
the world's largest collection of global renewable energy standards and patent
documents, thanks to a new online platform launched by the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) in co-operation with the European Patent
Office (EPO). Also known as INSPIRE, the International Standards and Patents
in Renewable Energy platform is the first and most complete solution of its kind,
helping users locate, search and analyse more than two million patent documents
and 400 international standards relating to renewable energy and carbon
mitigation technologies.
The result of collaboration between IRENA, the EPO and the International
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), INSPIRE has multiple functionalities:


The patents section contains information on over two million patent
documents relating to carbon mitigation technologies from the world's
most comprehensive global patent statistics database, PATSTAT, and
links to the world's most comprehensive public online search tool for
patent documents, Espacenet, including its dedicated "Y02" patent
classification scheme for carbon mitigation technologies.
 The standards section enables users to search through a database of
more than 400 internationally used standards and generate reports as
needed. It also explains what standards are, how they can be used and
why they are important for quality assurance, investor confidence and
technology trading.
The combination of resources on INSPIRE will help users analyse various
aspects of renewable energy policy and innovation. It can help indicate the
effectiveness of policies to promote renewable energy innovation through the
analysis of trends in patent activity. Users can also perform metadata analysis of
technology trends, comparing development within, or between, different
technologies. For example, the number of patents filed for renewable energy
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technology has increased annually by more than 20% in recent years, while the
average increase for other technologies is around 6%.
Read more (Source: EPO)

4.1.7 New trends in Open Science
Open Science is a broad term, covering the many exciting developments in how
science is becoming more open, accessible, efficient, democratic, and
transparent. This Open Science revolution is being driven by new, digital tools for
scientific collaboration, experiments and analysis and which make scientific
knowledge more easily accessible by professionals and the general public,
anywhere, at any time.
At the Competitiveness Council, which took place from 28-29 May 2015, the
European Research ministers agreed on the development of a European Open
Science Agenda under the European Research Area. In its conclusions, the
Council called for open, data-intensive and networked research and emphasised
the importance of developing e-infrastructures.
Opening the "Opening up to an era of innovation" conference, the Commissioner
for Research, Science and Innovation Carlos Moedas, outlined the plans for
Open Innovation, Open Science, Open to the World: "New knowledge is created
through global collaborations involving thousands of people from across the world
and from all walks of life".
On the same occasion, European Commissioners Günther H. Oettinger and
Carlos Moedas published a joint blog post exploring open science, its role in
boosting innovation & growth in Europe and the position of the EU. They
announced the European Open Science Cloud initiative and the strategy on open
data in research.
A public consultation on Science 2.0/open science was held between July and
September 2014 to gather the opinions of a broad sample of interested parties
from across the EU research landscape. The final report has been published.
Read more (Source: European Commission)

4.1.8 Over 31 million jobs across Europe supported by
EU exports to the world, EU report says
In a new report released on 1 June by the European Commission, the increasing
importance of EU exports for job opportunities in Europe and elsewhere is
highlighted.
According to the latest data, 1 in 7
EU jobs was supported either
directly or indirectly by exports to
the rest of the world

The report, prepared jointly by the JRC and the Directorate-General for Trade,
analyses the complex interaction between trade activities, the job markets and
income in all EU Member States and comes to the following main conclusions:




EU exports to the world are increasingly important for supporting jobs in
Europe; these export-related jobs are on average better paid than the
jobs in the rest of the economy.
Citizens from all Member States, not only from the export ‘powerhouses’,
benefit from them. They either work in firms selling directly outside the
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EU or in firms supplying inputs to exporters. Those may be located both
in their own Member State or elsewhere in the EU.
With the expansion of global value chains, EU exports support more and
more jobs not only in the EU but also in our partner countries.

Read more (Source: European Commission)

4.1.9 Information Day on Horizon 2020 'Environment &
Resource Efficiency'
The European Commission is organising an Information Day on 21 September
2015 in Brussels to present the 2016 work programme of Horizon 2020's Societal
Challenge "Climate Action, Environment, Resource Efficiency and Raw
Materials" as well as related call topics in the “Blue Growth - Demonstrating an
Ocean of Opportunities”, “Industry 2020 in the Circular Economy” and "Smart and
Sustainable Cities" focus areas.
The morning plenary session will focus on the general strategy behind the new
work programme also providing guidance on the preparation of proposals. During
the afternoon sessions participants will then have plenty of opportunities to
network and find project partners. If you wish to attend, please register in advance
via our website (first come, first served).
Sessions will also be web-streamed and you are welcome to submit your
questions via Twitter using #H2020SC5.
Further information here.

4.1.10 Info Day on the Horizon 2020 Work Programme
2016-2017 'Smart, green and integrated transport'
The Information Day to be held on 5 November 2015 in Brussels will target
potential applicants to the calls for project proposals under the Horizon 2020
challenge ‘Smart, green and integrated transport’.

A simple, cost-effective way of
storing solar energy as
hydrogen could help EU
Member States meet their
renewable energy targets

Presentations will cover the Work Programme for 2016-2017 and the application
procedure, as well as detailed information on the calls. Participants will have
networking opportunities throughout the day.
More information and the agenda will follow. Compulsory registration for the event
will open in September.
Further information here.

4.1.11 Saving solar energy for a rainy day through
hydrogen conversion
While solar energy is renewable and abundant enough to meet Europe’s growing
energy demand, sunny days are not always guaranteed. Finding a cost-effective
means of storing solar energy for a ‘rainy day’ would go some way to solving this
problem. This was the challenge addressed by the COCHALPEC project, partfunded through an EU Marie-Curie Intra-European Fellowship (IEF) grant, which
officially ended in May 2015.
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The project’s success could help Member States in their obligations to fulfil the
Renewable Energy Directive, which requires the EU to fulfil at least 20% of its
total energy needs with renewables by 2020. The Directive specifies national
renewable energy targets for each country, ranging from a low of 10% in Malta to
a high of 49% in Sweden.
The COCHALPEC (Development of electrodes based on copper chalcogenide
nanocrystals for photo-electrochemical energy conversion) project’s starting point
was to develop – in an efficient and cost-effective manner – solar panels capable
of generating an electrical current to split water molecules into oxygen and
hydrogen (hydrogen has been shown to be a viable form of solar fuel). While the
concept is simple, the cost of water-splitting technologies has – until now – been
too expensive to commercialise.
In response to this challenge, the COCHALPEC team found a way of making
efficient, low-cost solar panels that are capable of directly producing solar
hydrogen. The key to this solution was the adoption of so-called 2-D materials –
sometimes referred to as single layer materials – which consist of a single layer
of atoms. Perhaps the best-known 2-D material is graphene, a single-layer of
graphite that, like other potential 2-D materials, offers extraordinary electronic
properties.
Read more (Source: CORDIS)

4.1.12 Helping the public sector get innovative while
saving money
Public organisations in Europe (ministries, local authorities, universities,
hospitals, public utility companies etc.) could be buying more and better
innovative products and services that are based on Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT), thanks to a new three-year EU-funded
initiative.
Innovation procurement is a public procurement practice according to which
public authorities request businesses to develop or buy innovative products or
services that fit these organisations' specific needs. For example, it could help
hospitals use e-health tools allowing doctors to monitor their patients' condition
from a distance; it could allow local authorities to improve traffic management in
their region, hence reducing congestion and pollution, improving road safety and
using the road network effectively; it could also help cities better manage street
lighting to make roads safer and more attractive, while increasing energy
efficiency; it could help public administration improve efficiency through the use
of cloud solutions. Public Procurement in Europe represents a 19% of GDP in
Europe -or around EUR 2,400 billion a year. Innovation procurement also helps
boost smaller, more innovative companies, as it means using public procurement
funds to buy products or services also from smaller suppliers who are trying to
find new ways of dealing with specific needs.
The European Assistance for Innovation Procurement (EAFIP) initiative will help
those in charge of public procurement design and implement processes to access
such services.
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EU-funded innovation procurement projects are already helping public
organisations solve problems with the help of ICTs. According to the first results,
these public organisations are already buying R&D solutions 50% cheaper than
they would have to pay otherwise; they are already creating jobs at home by
encouraging 100% of the solution to be developed in Europe; and they are
already opening up opportunities for innovative companies to sell across borders
(3 times more contracts than normal are awarded to companies from another EU
country).
Read more (Source: European Commission)

4.1.13 Trending science: Study reveals dramatic
differences in rates of ageing
Have you noticed how some people appear to nimbly defy the ageing process
while others are quickly subjected to its ills? This isn’t merely an illusion:
according to a recently published study on almost 1,000 38 year olds, we are
actually ageing at starkly different rates and this can be tracked even before we
hit mid-age.

The results of a new study
suggest that the rate of
ageing may differ
dramatically from person to
person

The study, led by researchers at Duke University School of Medicine, North
Carolina in the US, found that young individuals of the same chronological age
varied in their ‘biological ageing’ (declining integrity of multiple organ systems).
And already, before midlife, those who were ageing more rapidly were less
physically able, showed cognitive decline and brain ageing, self-reported worse
health, and looked older.
The team developed and validated two methods by which ageing can be
measured in young adults, one cross-sectional and one longitudinal. The
longitudinal method measured physiological deterioration across multiple organ
systems including pulmonary, periodontal, cardiovascular, renal, hepatic, and
immune function. They applied these methods to assess biological ageing in
participants who had not yet developed age-related diseases.
The results showed that for some, the past dozen years had taken no obvious toll
on their body’s biology. However others were not so fortunate: ‘A good many
participants had biological ages in the 50s, while one, described by scientists as
an “extreme case”, had a biological age of 61 years old. That meant that for every
birthday over the past dozen years, their body had aged three years.’
Further information here.
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4.2 Canada
4.2.1 Minister Goodyear Announces Support to Help
Canadian Tech-Businesses Grow and Prosper
Funding that will provide Canadian entrepreneurs with the resources and
expertise needed to develop their business plan, seek future financing and
cultivate new international markets for products and services was announced this
month by the Honourable Gary Goodyear, Minister of State (Federal Economic
Development Agency for Southern Ontario), Stephen Woodworth, Member of
Parliament for Kitchener Centre, and Peter Braid, Member of Parliament for
Kitchener-Waterloo. The Government of Canada’s investment in Communitech
Corporation, was made through the Canada Accelerator and Incubator Program
(CAIP).
With this investment, Communitech and its partners at the University of Waterloo,
Wilfrid Laurier University, and the Waterloo Accelerator Centre will receive up to
$9.7 million in funding over five years.
These organizations play an important role in preparing early stage companies
for successfully accessing investment capital, and serve as an invaluable
resource for entrepreneurs in developing products for a competitive global
marketplace.
Read more (Source: National Research Council Canada)
Read also “Canada Accelerator and Incubator Program (CAIP) Communitech
Corporation”

4.2.2 From sticks to balls: The shape of bacteria is
evolving to better adapt to the throat
It’s no coincidence that the earthworm’s slender shape makes it perfect for
weaving through narrow tunnels. Evolution moulds the shapes of living creatures
according to the benefits they offer. At the microscopic level, do the various
shapes of bacteria also contribute to their survival? Does a spherical bacterium
(coccus) have a better chance of infecting its host than its stick-shaped neighbour
(bacillus)?
Analysis of the evolution of the pathogenic bacteria that live in the nasopharynx
suggests that the shape of these bacteria has changed over time, shifting from
bacillus to coccus. In an article published in the journal PLoS Genetics, Professor
Frédéric Veyrier, of INRS–Institut Armand-Frappier Research Centre, and his
colleagues demonstrate that this change may have occurred to make the bacteria
better at slipping through the defences of their host’s immune system.
Read more (Source: INRS (Institut national de la recherche scientifique)
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4.2.3 Government of Canada Investment Strengthens
the Advanced Manufacturing and Aerospace
Sectors in Victoria
This month, the Honourable Michelle Rempel, Minister of State for Western
Economic Diversification, announced an investment of over $2,084,000 for two
projects to support the advanced manufacturing and aerospace sectors in
Victoria.
With funding of more than $1.5 million from the Government of Canada, Camosun
College will create a testing integration lab to support the manufacturing sector.
This new facility will provide students with hands-on experience and provide
industry with access to state-of-the-art manufacturing technologies. The project
will also contribute to the development of a Career Hub, which will help promote
student recruitment and support interaction with local employers.
An investment of $527,000 will support the University of Victoria acquire
equipment and conduct laboratory upgrades to support the design, development,
commercialization and certification of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and
Payloads at the Centre for Aerospace Research (CfAR).
Read more (Source: Western Economic Diversification Canada)

4.2.4 Government of Canada Partners with
FPInnovations to Encourage Aboriginal
Participation in Forestry Sector
The Honourable Michelle Rempel, Minister of State for Western Economic
Diversification, announced this month an investment of $1,800,000, to support
FPInnovations in delivering the Aboriginal Forest Sector Technical Support
Program in British Columbia and Alberta.
The program will develop new and existing Aboriginal-owned forestry sector
businesses, with industry specialists providing technical experience and advice
tailored to businesses in various stages of development. The investment,
provided through the Western Diversification Program, will allow FPInnovations
to deliver educational workshops in Aboriginal communities and create marketing
materials to encourage participation in the program.
It is anticipated that this project will create economic opportunities in communities
across British Columbia and Alberta, and will encourage future trade and
investment opportunities.
Read more (Source: : Western Economic Diversification Canada)

4.3 United States of America
4.3.1 Accelerating the Use of Prizes to Address Tough
Challenges
Later this year, the Federal government will celebrate the fifth anniversary
of Challenge.gov, a one-stop shop that has prompted tens of thousands of
individuals, including engaged citizens and entrepreneurs, to participate in more
than 400 public-sector prize competitions with more than $72 million in prizes.
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The May 2015 report to Congress on the Implementation of Federal Prize
Authority for Fiscal Year 2014 highlights that Challenge.gov is a critical
component of the Federal government’s use of prize competitions to spur
innovation. Federal agencies have used prize competitions to improve the
accuracy of lung cancer screenings, develop environmentally sustainable
brackish water desalination technologies, encourage local governments to allow
entrepreneurs to launch new startups in a day, and increase the resilience of
communities in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.
Read more (Source: Office of Science and Technology Policy – White House)

4.3.2 The power of translation: Software helps deaf and
hearing communities interact, in the U.S. and
abroad
For most Americans, communication is an oral endeavor. We learn to speak and
read through sound, to distinguish between hard and soft k's, to make the hiss of
a double "s" or the slight lisp of a "th."
A large chunk of the population, however, relies on their eyes to speak. These
are the millions of people who use American Sign Language (ASL), a visual
language built on movement, gesture and facial expression.
Abdelhadi Soudi works to put assistive devices
into Moroccan classrooms for students including
the ones pictured here. Soudi and Corinne
Vinopol, president and CEO of the Institute for
Disabilities Research and Training Inc., built
technology that works as a real-time translation
device and an instructional tool. It converts
Standard Arabic into Moroccan Sign Language
and offers resources like games and quizzes to
help students and parents learn sign language.
Credit: Courtesy of Abdelhadi Soudi, Ecole
National de l'Industrie Minerale, Morocco

This difference between English and ASL--auditory versus visual--has
implications for how the deaf and hearing communities interact. There's no
translation app to help a deaf person navigate a doctor's visit, for example, or to
aid a teacher trying to understand why a deaf student struggles to read.
That's where the Institute for Disabilities Research and Training Inc.
(IDRT) comes in. With funding from the National Science Foundation (NSF), the
Maryland-based small business has created translation software and assistive
technologies to build bridges between English and ASL. And through a
partnership between NSF and the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID), they've adapted those technologies for use in Morocco, a country in
desperate need of resources for deaf children.
Read more (Source: National Science Foundation)

4.3.3 Breaking the cycle of malaria transmission:
Discovery of protein could lead to treatment that
creates 'dead end' for malaria parasite
Malaria, one of the world's deadliest diseases, kills hundreds of thousands of
people every year, spreading through a devastatingly effective cycle of incubation
and transmission.

Humans contract the malaria parasite
when bitten by a female anopheles
mosquito, like the one pictured here. The
parasite then begins the human stage of its
lifecycle.

It starts when a female anopheles mosquito infected with a malaria parasite bites
someone, injecting the single-celled parasite into the victim's blood. The parasite
invades that human's liver cells, maturing, multiplying and moving into the
bloodstream, making that person sick. When other mosquitoes bite that person,
they ingest the parasite, which infects them. About 10 days later, when an
infected mosquito happens upon uninfected humans, the whole cycle begins
again.

Credit: CDC
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It's a cycle that occurs throughout the year in densely populated areas, leaving
nearly half the people in the world vulnerable to infection. Roughly 200 million
people contracted malaria in 2013, according to the World Health Organization.
More than a quarter of them died--mostly children in Africa.
But what if there were a way to break that cycle?

University of Oklahoma biochemistry professor
Jun Li found a protein critical to malaria's life
cycle by collecting data from mosquitoes in
Africa, and blood from people infected with
malaria.
Credit: Jun Li, University of Oklahoma

Research by Jun Li, a University of Oklahoma biochemistry professor, could
pave the way for a method to do just that. Through his work studying genetic
changes in natural populations of mosquitoes, supported by the National Science
Foundation's (NSF) Biological Sciences Directorate, Li has been able to isolate
a mosquito protein critical to the malaria parasite's life cycle. That finding could
one day lead to a treatment that doesn't affect just individuals, but entire
communities by blocking the transmission of the disease.
Read more (Source: National Science Foundation)
Read also the press release published on the website of the University of
Oklahoma here

4.3.4 NASA spots most Earth-like planet yet

NASA’s prolific exoplanets-hunting satellite Kepler has found its strongest
candidate yet for an Earth-like planet in a life-friendly orbit around a sunlike star.
Known as Kepler 452b, the world is estimated to be a bit on the hefty side, at five
times the mass of Earth, but it is receiving just 10% more heat and light than we
do from its G-type star, just like our sun but 1.5 billion years older. “It would feel
a lot like home in terms of the sunshine you would experience,” says Jon Jenkins,
who leads Kepler data analysis at NASA's Ames Research Center in Mountain
View, California. “This is the closest we have … to another place someone might
call home.”
The discovery of Kepler 452b was announced this month along with the latest
edition of Kepler’s catalog of exoplanet candidates, adding 500 new possible
planets for a total of 4175. Kepler detects exoplanets by staring continually at
150,000 stars and recording their brightness for long periods. If the brightness of
a star dips slightly for a while and then recovers, that could be the sign of an
orbiting planet passing in front of it.
Read more (Source: Sciencemag)
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4.4 Cooperation EU/Canada – EU/USA & international
collaboration
4.4.1 Canadian firms remain globally competitive
through international R&D network
Canada’s associate membership in EUREKA was renewed by John R.
McDougall, President of the National Research Council of Canada (NRC) during
a ceremony in Lugano, Switzerland earlier this month, giving Canadian
innovators access to the international network for market-driven industrial
research and development until 2018.
The signing took place July 1st, also marking EUREKA’s 30th anniversary.
President McDougall was joined by Her Excellency Jennifer MacIntyre, Canada’s
new Ambassador to Switzerland and Liechtenstein and EUREKA senior officials,
including Bruno H. Moor, Chairman Delegate of the Ministry of Economic Affairs,
Education and Research.
From left to right: John R. McDougall,
President of the National Research Council of
Canada; Her Excellency Jennifer MacIntyre,
Canadian Ambassador to Switzerland and
Liechtenstein; Bruno H. Moor, EUREKA
Chairman delegate of the Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Education and Research for the Swiss
EUREKA Chair 2014/2015; Pedro de Samaio
Nunes, Head of the EUREKA Secretariat.

Through the National Research Council (Canada’s EUREKA National Office) and
EUREKA, Canadian companies can easily connect with their counterparts (as
well as research centres, universities and other innovators) throughout the world
as they pursue industrial research and development. These connections enable
partners to get their products to market in fast and flexible ways—ahead of the
competition.
Read more (Source: National Research Council Canada)

4.4.2 Science Must Change Radically to Solve Global
Challenges
Science policy must do more to help dismantle boundaries separating disciplines,
regions, and scientists from non-scientists, to produce knowledge in support of a
sustainable and just world, said the head of the International Council for Science.
The problems facing society, such as global climate change, are so complex and
immense that nothing short of a full transformation of science will help us solve
them, said Heide Hackmann, executive director of the International Council for
Science (ISCU). A "new global science policy paradigm" must provide the
enabling conditions to support such a transformation, involving all stages of
science, from how research projects are conceived and organized, to how they
are carried out and disseminated, from how research is funded, monitored and
evaluated to how researchers are rewarded, she said.
"When it comes to contributing transformative solutions to the problems societies
face today, we can't keep doing science the way we've been doing it," said Heide
Hackmann. "We need to pursue new ways of producing knowledge and making
sure it gets used. Those new ways entail pursuing an open, inclusive, and
integrated approach to knowledge production."
[…]
Although she focused on global climate change as the problem driving the need
for a transformation in science and science policy, Hackmann was careful to
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explain that this change must address other, interconnected challenges as well,
such as poverty and inequality, social conflict, and infectious diseases.
There are several new international programs in the field of sustainability
research that are making the shift toward the type of science and new, open
"knowledge systems" Hackmann envisions. For example, Future Earth, launched
in 2012 by ICSU and other international organizations, is a global platform for
coordinating new, inter- and transdisciplinary approaches to research on global
environmental change. Its mission includes ensuring that knowledge is generated
in partnership with society and users of science, and it is open to researchers
from all disciplines. Another new program, the ISSC's Transformations to Society,
is led by social science researchers but requires them to bring in colleagues from
the natural sciences and to work with societal stakeholders. Research projects
must also be led or co-led by researchers from low-income countries.
Read more (Source: AAAS)

4.4.3 Discovery of a new class of particles at the LHC

Possible layout of the quarks in a pentaquark particle. The five quarks might be tightly bound (left).
They might also be assembled into a meson (one quark and one antiquark) and a baryon (three
quarks), weakly bound together (Image: Daniel Dominguez)

The LHCb experiment at CERN’s Large Hadron Collider has reported the
discovery of a class of particles known as pentaquarks. The collaboration has
submitted today a paper reporting these findings(link is external) to the journal
Physical Review Letters.
“The pentaquark is not just any new particle,” said LHCb spokesperson Guy
Wilkinson. “It represents a way to aggregate quarks, namely the fundamental
constituents of ordinary protons and neutrons, in a pattern that has never been
observed before in over 50 years of experimental searches. Studying its
properties may allow us to understand better how ordinary matter, the protons
and neutrons from which we’re all made, is constituted.”
Our understanding of the structure of matter was revolutionized in 1964 when
American physicist Murray Gell-Mann proposed that a category of particles
known as baryons, which includes protons and neutrons, are comprised of three
fractionally charged objects called quarks, and that another category, mesons,
are formed of quark-antiquark pairs. Antiquarks are quarks of antimatter. GellMann was awarded the Nobel Prize in physics for this work in 1969. This quark
model also allows the existence of other quark composite states, such as
pentaquarks composed of four quarks and an antiquark.
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Earlier experiments that have searched for pentaquarks have proved
inconclusive. Where the LHCb experiment differs is that it has been able to look
for pentaquarks from many perspectives, with all pointing to the same conclusion.
It’s as if the previous searches were looking for silhouettes in the dark, whereas
LHCb conducted the search with the lights on, and from all angles. The next step
in the analysis will be to study how the quarks are bound together within the
pentaquarks.
Read the full Press Release.
Read the LHCb article.
(Source: CERN)

4.4.4 European Joint Research Centre : Cooperation
with University Corporation for Atmospheric
Research (UCAR) on atmospheric and climate
change research
On 9 July, during an official trip to the US, Vladimir Šucha, Director-General of
the JRC and Professor Antonio Bussalacchi, representing the University
Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) signed a new research
arrangement that aims to identify and develop new approaches in the field of
atmospheric and climate change research and related sciences.
Vladimir Šucha, Director-General of the JRC
and Professor Antonio Bussalacchi,
representing the University Corporation for
Atmospheric Research (UCAR)

The new agreement between the JRC and UCAR will focus on climate prediction,
monitoring and development of joint scenarios and evaluation of impacts to better
inform international policy-making. It will also allow the joining of forces on air
quality monitoring and new approaches for the application of remote sensing
instruments. Finally, it will explore new cooperation opportunities in the field
of vulnerability/resilience and risk assessments.
The trip to the US was also an opportunity to address a high-level business and
stakeholder audience at the European Institute, where Mr Šucha delivered a
speech on current and future challenges in using scientific evidence to support
policy-making, focusing on the examples of energy and climate.
The visit allowed for a number of meetings with US policy makers and key JRC
research partners to discuss both on-going and possible future cooperation. The
meetings included Dr John Holdren, Director, Office of Science & Technology
Policy (OSTP); Catherine Novelli, Under Secretary of State for Economic Growth,
Energy, and the Environment; Dr Kathryn Sullivan, Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, and Director of the National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); Adam Lovinger, Net
Assessment Office of the Secretary of Defence; representatives of the House
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology and the representatives of
the World Bank. Finally, Mr Šucha also attended the meetings between
the United States Department of Energy (DoE)and the European Atomic Energy
Community (Euratom) hosted by Los Alamos National Laboratory.
Read more (Source: Joint Research Centre)
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5 Grants & Fellowships
5.1 Europe
5.1.1 Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA)
The Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions, named after the double Nobel Prize
winning Polish-French scientist famed for her work on radioactivity, support
researchers at all stages of their careers, regardless of nationality. Researchers
working across all disciplines, from life-saving healthcare to 'blue-sky' science,
are eligible for funding. The MSCA also support industrial doctorates, combining
academic research study with work in companies, and other innovative training
that enhances employability and career development.
In addition to generous research funding, scientists have the possibility to gain
experience abroad and in the private sector, and to complete their training with
competences or disciplines useful for their careers. More information about
various funding schemes and requirements for applying is available here.
Open calls:


H2020-MSCA-IF-2015 – Individual Fellowships (IF)

Deadline: 10 September 2015


H2020-MSCA-COFUND-2015 – COFUND (Co-funding of national,
regional and international programs)

Deadline: 1 October 2015

5.1.2 Expressions of interest to host a Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Fellow by European Institutions


”VALAHIA” UNIVERSITY OF TÂRGOVIȘTE, ROMANIA
Contact information:
Mrs. Gabriela TEODORESCU, Prof. PhD
Email: gtheo@valahia.ro
Tel: +402452016101
WEB: http://www.valahia.ro/en/



72 Spanish Institutions (Univesities, Research Centers,
Technology Centers, Hospitals, Companies, etc.), SPAIN
Information about all the expressions of interest can be found here.



COLLEGIUM CIVITAS, WARSAW, POLAND
Contact information:
Ms. Agata OLBRYCHT
E-mail: agata.olbrycht@civitas.edu.pl (send your applications before
August 15th 2015)
WEB: http://www.civitas.edu.pl/en/



4 Israeli Universities (Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Bar Ilan
University, University of Haifa & The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem) and 1 Institute of Technology (Israel Institute of
Technology), ISRAEL
For more information please contact our office:
northamerica@euraxess.net
WEB: http://www.euraxess.gov.il/UI/Main/ServicesCentres.aspx
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6 Bulgarian Research Institutes of Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, BULGARIA
For more information please contact our office:
northamerica@euraxess.net
WEB: http://www.euraxess.bg/node/1

5.1.3 Marie Skłodowska-Curie ITN positions: MEDICISPROMED
The EU-funded Horizon 2020 programme has two main strategic objectives: to
strengthen the scientific and technological base of European industry and to
encourage its international competitiveness, while promoting research that
supports EU policies. MEDICIS-PROMED, MEDICIS-produced radioisotope
beams for medicine, is an Innovative Training Network (ITN) under the Marie
Sklodowska-Curie Actions within H2020. MEDICIS-PROMED started on 1
January 2015 for a duration of 4 years.
For its research posts, MEDICIS-PROMED is recruiting 15 Early Stage
Researchers (ESRs). Eleven positions are funded by the EU, three of which will
be recruited by CERN, with a further eight at the premises of MEDICIS-PROMED
partners in Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal and the United
Kingdom, and four funded by the Swiss Confederation for recruitment by Swiss
partners.
Deadline: 2 August 2015
More information

5.1.4 Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions: Pocket guide
Considering a doctoral degree? Looking for partnerships between academic and
non-academic organisations or staff exchanges? Keen on outreach activities?
There is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie action for you.
The EU's Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions fund all kind of opportunities for
researchers from Europe and beyond. This starter booklet gives you the needed
information to make the right first choice.
Guide available for downloading or online reading here.

5.1.5 Fulbright-Schuman Programme
The Fulbright-Schuman Programme, administered by the Commission for
Educational Exchange between the United States and Belgium, is jointly financed
by the U.S. State Department and the Directorate-General for Education and
Culture of the European Commission. The programme funds graduate and postgraduate study, research, and lecture proposals in the field of US-EU relations,
EU policy, or EU institutions for interested American and EU citizens.
More information
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5.1.6 European Research Council Grants
Researchers from anywhere in the world can apply for a European Research
Council (ERC) grant to go to Europe and conduct research (for at least 50% of
their working time). Currently over 300 ERC grantees out of nearly 4,000 are nonEuropeans. Research teams set up by ERC grantees are highly international –
an estimated 20% of team members are non-Europeans.
About ERC
Set up in 2007 by the EU, the
European Research Council is the
first pan-European funding
organization for frontier research. It
aims to stimulate scientific
excellence in Europe by
encouraging competition for funding
between the very best, creative
researchers of any nationality and
age. The ERC also strives to attract
top researchers from anywhere in
the world to come to Europe.
It funds young, early-career top
researchers ('ERC Starting grants'),
already independent excellent
scientists ('ERC Consolidator
Grants'), and senior research
leaders ('ERC Advanced Grants').

Open call:


ERC Proof of Concept | ERC-2015-PoC

Deadline Date: 1 Oct 2015
More information: European Research Council

5.1.7 Jean Monnet Postdoctoral Fellowships
The Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies (RSCAS) offers one or twoyear fellowships to postdocs in an early stage of their academic career. Priority
will be given to proposals that fit well with one or more of the Centre's core
research themes: European Institutions, Governance and Democracy, Migration,
Economic and Monetary Policy, Competition Policy and Market Regulation,
Energy Policy and Climate Policy, Global Governance & International and
Transnational Relations of the EU.
More information

5.1.8 EMBO: Fellowships
The European Molecular Biology Organisation (EMBO) brings together more
than 1,500 leading researchers within 27 Member States and promotes
excellence in the life sciences.

About EMBO

Young scientists interested in conducting postdoctoral research actively seek
EMBO Long-Term Fellowships to fund and support their internationally mobile
careers. The EMBO Long-Term Fellowships are awarded for a period of up to
two years and support post-doctoral research visits to laboratories throughout
Europe. International exchange is a key feature in the application process.

Incoming/outgoing
Long term: the receiving institute or
the applicant's nationality must be
from one of the EMBC Member
State.
Short-Term
Fellowships
are
awarded for exchanges between
two laboratories in different
countries, one of them being an
EMBC
Member
State.
On
completion of the fellowship
applicants must return to their
home laboratory for at least six
months.

Hundreds of scientists also benefit each year from EMBO Short-Term
Fellowships, returning to their home laboratories with new skills as well as
contacts for future collaborations. They fund research visits of up to three
months to laboratories in Europe. The aim is to facilitate valuable collaborations
with research groups applying techniques that are unavailable in the applicant's
home laboratory.
Deadlines: Rolling basis (Short-Term)

5.1.9 Human Frontier Science Programme (HFSP):
Postdoctoral Fellowships
HFSP postdoctoral fellowships encourage early career scientists to broaden their
research skills by moving into new areas of study while working in a new country.
HFSP fellowships are for three years. Fellows may choose to stay for up to three
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years in the host country or use the last year of their fellowship to return to their
home country or to move to another HFSPO member country.
Next deadline: 13 August 2015
More information

5.1.10 Erasmus+ Joint Master Degrees
Scholarships for 116 different Joint Master Degree programmes starting in
September 2015 are available. Between 13 and 20 student scholarship holders
and 4 invited scholars/guest lecturers per intake can take part. Find out more
about Joint Master Degrees here as well as the list of participating universities
here.

5.1.11 2015 Erasmus+ call for proposals
Any public or private body active in the fields of education, training, youth and
sport may apply for funding within the Erasmus+ Programme. See the Erasmus+
Programme Guide for the 2015 General Call for Proposals for detailed
conditions for participating in the call for proposals, as well as information
on the priorities for funding. It constitutes an integral part of the 2015
Erasmus+ Call for Proposals. Depending on the action and thematic line,
deadlines vary from 4 February 2015 to 1 October 2015.

5.1.12 National EURAXESS portals
Besides providing information
on funding opportunities for
incoming international and
European researchers, staff
at the EURAXESS Service
Centres offer individual
assistance on all aspects of
researcher mobility.

The latest information on open calls for national grants and fellowships in the 40
member countries of the EURAXESS network can be accessed on the respective
national EURAXESS portal.
Austria, Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, FYRoMacedonia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, UK.

5.2 EU Member States and Associated Countries
5.2.1 Austria: Franz Werfel Grant
Franz Werfel, who was born in 1890 in Prague and died in 1945 in California, is
one of the most famous representatives of Austrian literature. Therefore the Franz
Werfel Grant addresses itself to young university teachers whose work focuses
on Austrian Literature. The grant programme, which was initiated in 1992, is open
to applicants from all over the world. Recipients of Werfel grants can work as
visiting researchers at university departments and carry out specialist studies in
libraries, archives or at research institutions.
This grant not only offers material support for up to 18 months, but through followup support, also guarantees sustainability.
Closing date for application: March 1 and September 15 (new)
More information
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5.2.2 Austria: Lise Meitner Program for Scientists from
Abroad
Target group: Highly qualified scientists of any discipline who could contribute
to the scientific development of an Austrian research institution by working at it.
Requirements: completed doctoral studies, international scientific publications,
no age limit, invitation from an Austrian research institution.
No deadline – call constantly open.
More information

5.2.3 Austria: ISTFELLOW*: Call for Postdoctoral
Fellows
Are you a talented, dynamic, and motivated scientist looking for an opportunity
to conduct research in the fields of BIOLOGY, COMPUTER SCIENCE,
MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS, or NEUROSCIENCE at a young, thriving institution
that fosters scientific excellence and interdisciplinary collaboration?
Apply to the ISTFellow programme
Applications are accepted at any time for the IST FELLOW programme, but
fellows will be selected twice a year in October and April. The application
deadlines for each selection are 15 September and 15 March, respectively.

* IST FELLOW is partially funded by the European Union.
More information

5.2.4 Austria: The Austrian Science Fund and funding
categories
The Austrian Science Fund (FWF) is Austria's central funding organisation for
basic research.
The purpose of the FWF is to support the ongoing development of Austrian
science and basic research at a high international level. In this way, the FWF
makes a significant contribution to cultural development, to the advancement of
our knowledge-based society, and thus to the creation of value and wealth in
Austria. One of the FWF's most important goals is to promote the
internationalisation of basic research in Austria by taking special organisational
measures, creating suitable framework conditions, and offering concrete funding
instruments for this purpose.
More information

5.2.5 Austria: Richard Plaschka Scholarship
The grant is named after the Austrian historian, who died in 2001 and who worked
at the University of Vienna as a university professor for Eastern European history
from 1967 to 1993. In 1981/1982 he was the rector of the University of Vienna.
Moreover, he was the head of the Austrian East and Southeast Europe Institute
from 1958 to 1988. Throughout his life, Richard Plaschka committed himself to a
cross-border and joint way manner of dealing with history in the eastern and
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south-eastern European area. Grant recipients should place emphasis on crossborder collaboration in their scientific activities.
Applications are open to university lecturers of history whose main focus of
academic interest is Austrian history. Recipients of Plaschka grants can work as
visiting researchers at university departments and carry out specialist studies in
libraries, archives or at research institutions.
Grants are awarded for up to 18 months; follow-up support is scheduled for grant
recipients who have completed at least 12 scholarship months.
Deadline: March 1 and September 15 of each year (new)
More information

5.2.6

Belgium: Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique
Brief Outgoing Fellowships

This funding is devoted to researchers working in a university of the WalloniaBrussels Federation who would like to go abroad for a short stay to acquire new
knowledge. Various research fields. All nationalities. Deadline/Request 3
months prior to the stay outside Europe.
More information

5.2.7

Belgium: Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique
(F.R.S.-FNRS) - Post-doctoral temporary
fellowship

This funding aims to finance a research fellowship (up to 3 years) for a nonBelgian PhD holder coming from abroad to work for a research programme
financed by F.R.S.-FNRS. Various Research Fields.
More information

5.2.8 Belgium: Research Foundation Flanders (FWO)
International Mobility
The FWO encourages mobility among researchers and international contacts
between research groups. For this purpose, FWO offers different possibilities to
researchers to go abroad and to build international networks.
More information

5.2.9 Czech Republic: Office of Naval Research:
Visiting Scientist Program (VSP)
VSP is designed to facilitate visits by foreign technologists with Department of the
Navy counterparts for the purpose of collaboration. The visits are typically to the
United States, but can be to non-U.S. locations of special interest to the
Department of the Navy science and technology community. Along with Liaison
Visits, the Science & Technology Insertion Programme is part of a process to
develop international collaborations. Requests should be received at least eight
weeks in advance of the proposed visit.
More information
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5.2.10 Denmark: Ministry of Higher Education and
Science: PhD scholarships outside the universities
The Danish Council for Independent Research invites proposals for PhD
scholarships to be carried out at Danish research institutions outside the
universities.
More information

5.2.11 Estonia: Scholarships
The Estonian Government offers a number of scholarships intended for university
students, researchers or lecturers for studying and doing research at Estonian
public universities and institutions. Mostly scholarships are for the master’s
degree or doctoral degree, but some bachelor degree scholarships are also
possible.
More information

5.2.12 Estonia: Scholarships for visiting PhD students
(Activity of ESF DoRa programme)
The DoRa programme activity 5 “Facilitating international research cooperation
by supporting short-term research projects of visiting doctoral students in
Estonia” supports the short-term study and research activities of visiting PhD
students at Estonian universities. The support scheme is aimed at supporting the
active participation of universities in the international exchange of knowledge and
to make Estonian universities and doctoral studies more international.
More information

5.2.13 Finland: CIMO Fellowships
The CIMO Fellowships programme is open to young doctoral level students and
researchers from all countries and from all academic fields. Master's level studies
or postdoctoral studies/research are not supported in the programme.
There are no annual application deadlines in the CIMO Fellowship programme.
Applications may be considered at all times. However, please note that
applications should be submitted at least 5 months before the intended
scholarship period. Decisions will be made within approximately 3 months after
receipt of application.
More information

5.2.14 France: Overview of research exchange
programmes US – France
The Office for Science and Technology (OST) located at the French Embassy to
the United States (Washington D.C.) regularly updates an overview of research
exchange programmes addressing all categories of researchers in various areas.
A specific section of the OST website contains current calls for proposals, career
opportunities, and information on French higher education programmes.
Download the USA to France Research Exchange Programs booklet in PDF
format.
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Open Calls for Proposals here:


Ifremer launches 2015 recruitement campaign

Deadline: September 10, 2015
Ifremer, the French research body dedicated marine sciences and studies, has
launched its 2015 recruitment campaign for PhD students and post-doctoral
positions


Pasteur Post doctoral Fellowship program: Call 2015

Deadline: September 10, 2015
Three-year fellowship positions are open to U.S. citizens wishing to work in one
of the laboratories of the Institut Pasteur. Located in Paris and founded by Louis
Pasteur in 1887, the Institut Pasteur is one of the world’s leading private
nonprofit centers for scientific research including(...)

5.2.15 France: 15 Postdoctoral Fellowships in Biology
and Information Technologies
Call for applications launched by the French Atomic and Alternative Energies
Commission (CEA).
WHAT? 2 years post-doctoral fellowships on:
-

Genetics and Personalized Medicine
Functional Imaging of Plants
3D cell culture Imaging
Engineered Protein based Materials

Working language is English and knowledge of French language is not
necessary. The host Institutes are located in Grenoble, Cadarache and ParisSaclay.
WHO? open to PhD in physics, informatics, biology, chemistry or engineering of
all nationalities
No specific deadline: The positions are open until they are filled by
appropriate candidates. Applicants are selected in a competitive process.
More information

5.2.16 Germany – Canada: Joint Funding Opportunity by
the Canadian Space Agency and the German
Aerospace Center
The Canadian Space Agency (CSA) and the German Aerospace Center (DLR)
announced an opportunity in their Earth Observation Applications Development
Program. Follow the links for
funding information at the Canadian Space Agency
funding information at the German Space Administration (in German)
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5.2.17 Germany: DLR-DAAD Research Fellowships in
the fields of Space, Aeronautics, Energy and
Transportation Research
DLR-DAAD Research Fellowships is a new programme implemented by the
‘Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt’ (DLR - German Aerospace
Center) and the ‘German Academic Exchange Service’ (DAAD).
This special programme is intended for highly-qualified foreign doctoral and
postdoctoral students as well as senior scientists. DLR-DAAD Fellowships
offer outstanding scientists and researchers the opportunity to conduct special
research at the institutes of the DLR in Germany.
DLR-DAAD Fellowships are defined and awarded on an individual basis. Each
fellowship announcement will indicate the specific qualification requirements and
terms of the visit. The current offers are published under DLR-DAAD Fellowships
- Current Offers on the homepages of the DAAD and the DLR. Currently there
are open positions in Aeronautics; Space; Transportation; Energy. The
application deadline depends on the offer.
More information

5.2.18 German Chancellor Fellowship of the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation is now OPEN!
Founded in 1953 by the Federal Republic of Germany, the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation fosters and funds international collaboration between
excellent individuals, be they prospective leaders or active researchers and
academics, through its fellowship programmes and awards. We view ourselves
and everyone who has received funding from us as a worldwide family which
today counts more than 26,000 Humboldtians in more than 140 countries.
Each year, the German Chancellor Fellowship for prospective leaders gives up
to 50 highly talented young professionals from Brazil, China, India, Russia
and the USA the opportunity to spend a year in Germany enhancing their
professional qualifications. Working with a host and mentor of their choice, the
fellows implement independently developed projects in their respective field, e.g.
in politics, business, society, culture or the media. The fellowship programme is
under the patronage of the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany. The
deadline for applications is 15 September.
Application requirements include
- a Bachelor's or equivalent academic degree
- initial proven leadership experience
- German or English language skills
- a project plan
- a letter of acceptance from the fellow's German host, who may work e.g. in an
organisation, a business, in public administration, a museum or the media.
More information on the German Chancellor Fellowship is available at
www.humboldt-foundation.de/youngleaders.
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5.2.19 Ireland: US-Ireland R&D Partnership Programme
The US-Ireland Research and Development Partnership, launched in July 2006,
is a unique initiative involving funding agencies across three jurisdictions: the
United States of America (USA), Republic of Ireland (RoI) and Northern Ireland
(NI). Under the US-Ireland R&D Partnership programme, a ‘single-proposal,
single-review’ mechanism is facilitated by the National Science Foundation (NSF)
and National Institutes of Health (NIH) who accept submissions from trijurisdictional (USA, NI and ROI) teams to a number of their existing funding
programmes. All proposals submitted under the auspices of the Partnership must
have significant research involvement from researchers in all three jurisdictions.
As part of this funding process, the governments and relevant research funding
agencies within the Partnership contribute to the research costs of researchers
based in their jurisdictions. The partner agencies in the USA are the National
Science Foundation (NSF) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The
partner agencies in RoI are Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) and the Health
Research Board (HRB). In Northern Ireland, the Health & Social Care R&D
Division (HSC R&D) supports health-related projects, while the Department for
Employment and Learning Northern Ireland (DELNI), and Invest Northern Ireland
(InvestNI) support projects related to Sensors & Sensor Networks, Nanoscale
Science & Engineering, Telecommunications, and Energy & Sustainability.
InvestNI and DELNI support health-related projects in the area of Sensors &
Sensor Networks and Nanoscale Science & Engineering.
More information

5.2.20 Italy: Call for 86 posts in PhD courses at the
Scuola Normale Superiore
The Scuola Normale Superiore PhD School in Pisa, Italy offers fully-funded PhD
programmes to both Italian citizens and students from outside Italy. Fields:
Philosophy, Modern Literature and Philology, Classics, History of Art, Modern
and Contemporary History, Physics, Condensed Matter Physics, Mathematics,
Financial Mathematics, Methods and Models for Molecular Sciences,
Neurosciences, Biophysical Sciences, Renaissance Studies, and Political
Science and Sociology
All students admitted to the PhD programme receive full financial support. This
includes tuition, fees, and a cost-of living stipend (EUR 14,187 per year, plus free
meals).
Applications for admission to the selection process must be registered online by
23:59 CET of 31 August 2015 for the autumn session.
Click online for more information.
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5.2.21 Lithuania: Lithuanian Research Council:
Postdoctoral Fellowships
Researchers from Lithuania and abroad who have been awarded a Ph.D. degree
within the period of 3 years (maternal and childcare leave are not taken into
account) can apply for the Postdoctoral Fellowships. The Fellowships are funded
on the competitive basis with the duration of Fellowships of up to 2 years.
Postdoctoral Fellows in the spheres of Social Sciences, the Humanities,
Physics, Biomedicine, Agriculture, and Technologies are welcome to
participate. Any higher education institution, research institute, research center
or other research establishments and enterprises in Lithuania can act as a Host
Institution.
More information

5.2.22 Luxembourg: National Research Fund (FNR) –
PEARL
With the PEARL funding programme, the FNR offers Luxembourg institutions
a
highly
competitive
programme.
The
programme
aims
to
attract established and internationally recognised researchers from abroad
in strategically important areas, to accelerate the development and strengthening
of Luxembourg’s national research priorities.
PEARL projects have a lifespan of five years with a financial contribution of
between EUR 3-4 million by the FNR. The financial contribution can be used
flexibly to implement the research programme at the host institution.
Next deadline: 15 October 2015
More information

5.2.23 Luxembourg: National Research Fund (FNR) Grants for NASA-ARC
The National Research Fund Luxembourg (FNR) intends to strengthen the
cooperation between Luxembourg and NASA's AMES Research Centre (NASAARC) in order to support the thriving national aerospace sector.
First of all, the FNR earmarks two grants for PhD candidates or postdoctoral
researchers allowing them to undertake their research activities at NASA-ARC.
Research projects can be done in cooperation with a Luxembourg based public
or private research institution or full-time at NASA-ARC. Funding will be granted
up to 4 years for PhD candidates and up to 2 years for postdoctoral
researchers according to the rules of the AFR grant system.
The Call for Proposals is also open to researchers based in Luxembourg
companies who have spent at least 5 years in Luxembourg and envisage
undertaking a PhD or Postdoc project in collaboration with NASA-ARC.
More information
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5.2.24 Malta: University of Malta: Junior Research
Fellowships
Junior Research Fellowships are available as part of the Educational and Cultural
Affairs Fellowships. Open to doctoral students and recent Ph.D. recipients who
are U.S. citizens.
More information

5.2.25 Netherlands: Netherlands Organisation for
Scientific Research (NWO): Visitor’s Travel Grant
Researchers in the Netherlands can apply for a visitor's grant for highly qualified
senior researchers from abroad who hold a PhD. With this grant, these
researchers can stay in the Netherlands for a maximum of four months.
Next deadline: Continuous application
More information

5.2.26 Netherlands: Netherlands Organisation for
Scientific Research (NWO): Graduate Research
Opportunities Worldwide (GROW)
The best PhD students from NSF's Graduate Research Fellowship Program
(GRFP) can do 3 to 12 months of research abroad thanks to GROW.
GROW is a collaboration between the National Science Foundation (NSF) in
the United States and 12 partner countries including the Netherlands.
More information

5.2.27 Netherlands: Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts
and Sciences (KNAW): Evert Willem Beth
Foundation: funding for research and symposiums
The Evert Willem Beth Foundation funds some research and symposiums in the
following disciplines: modern logic, philosophy of science, history of logic, history
of the philosophy of science and scientific philosophy in general.
Students as well as researchers can apply. Applications are now accepted.
More information

5.2.28 Norway: Fulbright Norway: The U.S. - Norway
Fulbright Grant Program
The U.S. - Norway Fulbright Foundation offers a range of mobility scholarships
to students and researchers for stays with Norwegian and American host
organizations.
More information
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5.2.29 Norway: The Research Council of Norway:
Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide
(GROW)
The best PhD students from NSF's Graduate Research Fellowship Program
(GRFP) can do 3 to 12 months of research abroad thanks to GROW.
GROW is a collaboration between the National Science Foundation (NSF) in the
United States and 12 partner countries including Norway.
More information

5.2.30 Norway: The Research Council of Norway:
Personal Visiting Researcher Grant
Funding may be sought for research stays in Norway for international researchers
with qualifications at the professor level. Guest researcher grants provide a
means of strengthening Norwegian research groups in the field through
international collaboration. The Research Council allocates funding for Personal
Visiting Researcher Grants in the form of a framework grant. The grant covers
documented costs of settling in and other associated extra costs incurred in
connection with a research visit in Norway at fixed rates.
Next deadline: ongoing
More information

5.2.31 Norway: The Research Council of Norway:
Mobility grants for North Americans in educational
research (UTNAM)
The aim of the mobility grant is to contribute to increased cooperation between
Norwegian and North American educational researchers through supporting
visits to Norway for the purpose of research or dissemination for top North
American educational researchers. The scheme will also contribute to the
dissemination of results of North American research to Norway and furthermore
contribute to competence building in Norwegian research communities. Grants
will be awarded for visits of shorter or longer duration.
Next deadline: open-ended (2012 - 2016)
More information

5.2.32 Poland: U.S. Fulbright Scholar Program:
Distinguished Chair in American Studies,
Literature or U.S. History
This grant supports teaching two or three courses or seminars per semester in
American studies or literature at the undergraduate and graduate level; grants
start on mid-September 2016 or February 2017; PhD (or equivalent terminal
degree such as MFA, JD, or MD) required.
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Next deadline: 3 August 2015
More information

5.2.33 Poland: U.S. Fulbright Scholar Program:
Distinguished Chair in Humanities and Social
Sciences
The award holder will be expected to teach one regular course for
undergraduate/graduate students, as well as a more specialized seminar for PhD
students in one of the humanities and social studies academic units at Adam
Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland; PhD (or equivalent terminal degree
such as MFA, JD, or MD) required.
Next deadline: 3 August 2015
More information

5.2.34 Poland: U.S. Fulbright Scholar Program:
Distinguished Chair in Medical Sciences
Teaching two or three courses, seminars and/or lab classes per semester at the
undergraduate and graduate level, directing research, assisting with curriculum
development and offering short-term courses for Polish faculty; PhD required.
Next deadline: 3 August 2015
More information

5.2.35 Poland: U.S. Fulbright Scholar Catalog of Awards
2016-2017
Grants for conducting research, seminars and workshops to faculty or lectures
to students; PhD required. All research fields are applicable.
Next deadline: 3 August 2015
More information

5.2.36 Poland: Foundation for Polish Science: IDEAS
FOR POLAND
The objective of the programme is to encourage young, brilliant researchers from
all over the world to choose Poland as the place to carry out their research
projects submitted for the ERC competition. The programme is designed for
people whose previous scientific record demonstrates that they are highly
independent as researchers, and warrants that they will conduct world-class
quality research.
Applications accepted on a rolling basis.
More information

5.2.37 Poland: Polish-U.S. Fulbright Commission: Inter
Country Travel Grant
Polish higher education institutions may apply for a travel grant from the Fulbright
Commission to support short visits by American Fulbright lecturers placed in a
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European country. The Fulbright travel grant will cover the visiting lecturer’s
airfare using the most economical fare. The Polish institution is expected to cover
other resulting expenses. The inter-country lecture visit must take place during
the American lecturer’s Fulbright grant period.
Applications accepted on a rolling basis.
More information

5.2.38 Slovakia: Slovak Academic Information Agency
(SAIA): USA – The Fulbright Specialists
Programme (Teaching/research stays for 2-6
weeks)
Next deadline: rolling basis
More information

5.2.39 Spain: Basque Foundation for Science:
Ikerbasque Research Professors Call 2015
Ikerbasque, the Basque Foundation for Science, has launched a new
international call to reinforce research and scientific career in the Basque Country
(Spain) offering 10 positions for Senior Researchers:
Ikerbasque Research Professors
o Researchers with a solid research track and leadership capabilities
o The applicants must have their PhD completed before January 2007
o Permanent contract positions within any of the Basque Research Institutions
Next deadline: 10 September 2015
More information

5.2.40 Sweden: Swedish Research Council (FORMAS):
Conferences and Workshops
Formas award grants towards the costs of organising conferences and
workshops (called “meetings” below) within the areas of responsibility of Fomas.
The meeting must have a high level of scientific quality, which must be assured
by a scientific board/committee, which must exist and be stated in the application,
in addition to the organising committee. Meetings organised in Sweden are
prioritised. The grant may be used to cover travel and accommodation costs for
a limited number of participants, primarily participants from other countries.
Funding from Formas may also be used to support organisational costs (e.g. for
the meeting venue).
Next deadlines: 6 August & 1 October 2015
More information

5.2.41 Sweden: VINNOVA: VINNMER Marie Curie
Incoming Fellowships
The purpose of this call is to support experienced researcher careers through
mobility and international collaborations.
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Next deadline: 16 September 2015
More information

5.2.42 Sweden: The Swedish Research Council:
Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide
(GROW)
The best PhD students from NSF's Graduate Research Fellowship Programme
(GRFP) can do 3 to 12 months of research abroad thanks to GROW.
GROW is a collaboration between the National Science Foundation (NSF) in
the United States and 12 partner countries including Sweden.
More information

5.2.43 Switzerland: ETH Zurich: ETH Zurich Postdoctoral
Fellowships
The "ETH Zurich Postdoctoral Fellowship Program" supports incoming
fellowships for postdoctoral researchers at the ETH Zurich. The program is
intended to foster high-potential, young researchers who have already
demonstrated excellence in terms of internationally competitive achievements in
the early stages of their professional careers.
Applications have to be made jointly by the candidate and their host who must be
an ETH Zurich Professor and who will act as a mentor of the fellow. The duration
of an ETH Fellowship is two years and cannot be prolonged.
Next deadline: 1 September 2015
More information

5.2.44 Switzerland: Swiss National Science Foundation:
International Exploratory Workshops
International Exploratory Workshops are aimed at researchers in Switzerland
who wish to organise workshops with participants from abroad. The workshops
are an opportunity for researchers from different backgrounds to meet, share new
insights and increase their knowledge in a field.
A grant comprises travel, room and board costs for up to ten participants from
abroad. The workshops may last from two to five days.
Next deadline: 7 October 2015
More information

5.2.45 Switzerland: Swiss National Science Foundation:
Early Postdoc Mobility
Early Postdoc Mobility fellowships are designed for postdocs at the beginning of
their career who wish to enhance their scientific profile by working at a research
institution abroad.
The fellowships include a grant towards living costs, a flat-rate for travel expenses
and, if justified, a contribution towards research and conference costs as well as
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matriculation fees. In principle, these fellowships are awarded for 18 months, in
justified cases for at least 12 months.
Next deadline: 1 September 2015
More information

5.2.46 Switzerland: Swiss National Science Foundation:
International Short Visits
The scheme International Short Visits is aimed at researchers in Switzerland who
wish to go abroad for a short period or researchers abroad who wish to
collaborate with researchers in Switzerland. During the visit, they pursue a small
joint research project.
Short visits may last from one week to three months. There are no geographical
and topical restrictions. The grants include travel, room and board expenses.
Next deadline: Anytime
More information

5.2.47 Switzerland: State Secretariat for Education
Research and Innovation (SERI): Graduate
Research Opportunities Worldwide (GROW)
The best PhD students from NSF's Graduate Research Fellowship Programme
(GRFP) can do 3 to 12 months of research abroad thanks to GROW.
GROW is a collaboration between the National Science Foundation (NSF) in
the United States and 12 partner countries including Switzerland.
More information

5.2.48 Switzerland: University of Fribourg: Scholarships
for PhD and post-PhD level
Scholarships granted by the “Rectorat” to foreign researchers (with residence
outside of Switzerland) who would like to undertake a research stay on postdoctoral level.
Next deadline: 30 September 2015
More information

5.2.49 Switzerland: CERN: Non-Member State Postdoc
Fellowship Programme (Theoretical Physics)
The Non-Member State Fellowship Programme in Theoretical Physics awards
two postdoctoral fellowships per year. They are granted for two years and can
exceptionally be extended to a third year.
Next deadline: 15 October 2015
More information
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5.2.50 Switzerland: CERN: Fellowship Programme
The Fellowship Programme is addressed to graduates from universities or higher
technical institutes in a wide range of applied sciences, computing and
engineering with limited or no work experience. Senior Fellowships are awarded
to doctorate (PhD or equivalent) graduates whereas Junior Fellowship are
intended for BSc or MSc graduates looking to work in a research group.
Next deadline: 7 September 2015
More information

5.2.51 Turkey: TÜBITAK: Fellowships for Visiting
Scientists and Scientists on Sabbatical Leave
In order to contribute to the improvement of human resources and the research
in Natural Sciences, Engineering and Technology, Medical Sciences, Social
Sciences and Humanities (*) at universities, research institutions and in industry
in TURKEY, eminent scientists/researchers are supported to visit to Turkey by
giving seminars/conferences/lectures, or doing R&D activities.
Next deadline: applications are accepted on a rolling basis
More information

5.2.52 Turkey: TÜBITAK: Research Fellowship Program
for International Researchers
The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) grants
fellowships for international highly qualified PhD students and young postdoctoral researchers to pursue their research in Turkey in the fields of Natural
Sciences, Engineering and Technological Sciences, Medical Sciences,
Agricultural Sciences, Social Sciences and Humanities. The programme aims to
promote Turkey’s scientific and technological collaboration with countries of the
prospective researchers. Preference will be given to candidates who demonstrate
the potential to contribute significantly to Turkey’s goal of international
cooperation in scientific and technological development.
Next deadline: 14 September – 19 October 2015
More information

5.2.53 United Kingdom: Science & Technology Facilities
Council: Ernest Rutherford Fellowship
The Ernest Rutherford Fellowships will enable early career researchers with clear
leadership potential to establish a strong, independent research programme.
They will encourage talented researchers in UK universities to remain in the
country and at the same time attract outstanding overseas researchers to the
UK.
Next deadline: 24 September 2015
More information

July 2015 | Issue 86| Page 58 of 65

EURAXESS LINKS NORTH AMERICA
5.2.54 United Kingdom: The Rhodes Trust: Oxford and
the Rhodes Scholarship
The Rhodes Scholarships are postgraduate awards supporting exceptional
students from around the world to study at the University of Oxford.
Established in the will of Cecil Rhodes, the Rhodes is the oldest and perhaps the
most prestigious international scholarship programme in the world, which aims to
nurture public-spirited leaders for the world's future.
Next deadline: 1 October 2015
More information

5.2.55 United Kingdom: Natural Environment Research
Council (NERC): Independent Research
Fellowhips
The NERC Independent Research Fellowship (IRF) Scheme is designed to
develop scientific leadership among the most promising early-career
environmental scientists, by giving all fellows five years' support, which will allow
them sufficient time to develop their research programmes and to gain
international recognition.
Next deadline: 1 October 2015
More information

5.2.56 United Kingdom: BBSRC: David Phillips
Fellowships
Awards are for five years and include personal salary and a significant research
support grant to enable fellows to establish their own independent research
group.
Next deadline: 21 October 2015
More information

5.2.57 United Kingdom: BBSRC: International Scientific
Interchange Scheme (ISIS)
The aim is to help scientists add an international dimension to their BBSRC
funded research by making and establishing new contacts with international
counterparts.
Next deadline: the call is currently OPEN – apply any time
More information

5.2.58 United Kingdom: RCUK & NSF/SBE: Co-lead
Agency Agreement PILOT
The Arts and Humanities Research Council of the UK and the US National
Science Foundation have been collaborating in support of research of mutual
interest for several years. A Memorandum of Understanding is in place to
encourage interdisciplinary research and facilitate the peer-review and joint-
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funding of USA-UK collaborative research in areas at the intersection of the two
agencies’ missions.
Next deadline: See agreement for details
More information

5.3 Databases and Further Information
5.3.1 Austria: Database of scholarships and research
grants available
Austria’s most comprehensive database for scholarships and research grants in
German and the English language offers an overview of about 1,200 funding
opportunities for incoming and outgoing researchers, graduates and students.
More information

5.3.2

Austria: Information from the Office of Science &
Technology in Washington D.C.

"Building bridges of knowledge and expertise between Austria and North
America" - this is the mission of the Office of Science & Technology (OST) at the
Embassy of Austria in Washington, D.C. The OST is the strategic interface in the
sciences, research, and research policy fields between Austria and North
America. OST staff can inform you on most relevant funding opportunities in
Austria.

5.3.3 Belgium: a comprehensive webportal
Calls for proposals are published all through the year on the Belgian Federal
portal for research and innovation.
Further information

5.3.4 Canada: ERA-Can+ Project - Promoting CanadaEU research
The ERA-Can+ project helps you to identify funding opportunities in Canadian
Programmes, as well as funding opportunities in Europe for Canadian
researchers.
More information

5.3.5 Canada: Government of Canada - International
scholarship
Canada is committed to participation in international study and research
partnerships, which build understanding amongst peoples, develop global
citizens and leaders, and contribute to the development of nations.
For Canadians: Learn about opportunities for graduate study and research
abroad.
For Non-Canadians: Learn about opportunities for study and research in Canada.

July 2015 | Issue 86| Page 60 of 65

EURAXESS LINKS NORTH AMERICA
5.3.6 Cyprus: the Research Promotion Foundation
The Research Promotion Foundation (RPF) promotes the development of
scientific and technological research in Cyprus. The RPF has established a list of
research stakeholders, some offering funding opportunities.
More information

5.3.7 Denmark: Funding programmes for research and
innovation and Danish Innovation Centre in the
USA
The Danish Ministry of Science, Innovation and Higher Education has published
an exhaustive guide to Danish funding programmes. Innovation Centre Denmark,
Silicon Valley, provides you with information about Danish research environment
and funding opportunities.
More information

5.3.8 Estonia: Estonia Research portal
Estonian Research Portal is the public section of the Estonian Research
Information System. It gives an overview of various aspects of Estonian R&D
including funding opportunities.
More information

5.3.9 Finland: Key links to Finnish funding agencies and
opportunities
Funding for scientific research in Finland comes predominantly from private
companies and the government. Other important sources of funding include
various funds and foundations.
Here are some of the biggest funding agencies.

5.3.10 France: Find your PhD with the new website "PhD
in France"
This website presents French PhD offers on one platform and is open to all
foreign students.
This site aggregates the offers of the laboratories and universities in France. It
helps in making research simple for all foreign and English-speaking students
wishing to pursue a PhD in France.
For the majority of the scientific doctorates, the student gets a 3-year employment
contract for a gross amount of approximately EUR 1,700/month (1300 EUR net).
More information

5.3.11 Germany: Funding and resources opportunities for
graduate and doctoral students, postdocs and
faculty and researchers
The German Center for Research and Innovation based in New York compiles
all existing funding and resources opportunities for graduate and doctoral
students, postdocs and faculty and researchers.
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More information

5.3.12 Ireland: Research opportunities
The Irish Research Council (IRC) manages a suite of inter-linked research
schemes, funding scholars at various career stages, from postgraduate study to
senior research project-based awards. For early stage researchers these include
the Gov. of Ireland Postgraduate scholarships and Gov. of Ireland Postdoctoral
Fellowships, which fund research at predoctoral and postdoctoral levels, and the
Research Project Grants Scheme, which allows researchers and research teams
to expand their activities into new research areas by way of stimulus project
grants and knowledge transfer initiatives. The IRC manages and monitors all
awards funded under these schemes on a bi-annual basis.
More information

5.3.13 Netherlands: EURAXESS portal: Overview of
Dutch Fellowships and Grants
More information

5.3.14 US: National Science Foundation - Science
Across Virtual Institutes (SAVI)
Science Across Virtual Institutes (SAVI) is a mechanism to facilitate collaboration
amongst teams of NSF-supported U.S. scientists and engineers and their
international partners who have complementary strengths and common interests
and who wish to form virtual institutes to foster enhanced research collaboration;
data sharing; networking; and technical exchanges of students, postdocs, and
junior faculty across borders.
More information
See the list of the International Funding Opportunities at NSF:
http://www.nsf.gov/od/iia/ise/index.jsp

6 Jobs
6.1 EURAXESS Portal

There are currently over 7,800 research jobs and fellowship programmes (all over
Europe, but also in other countries such as in the USA/Canada, and in all
disciplines) accessible via the EURAXESS Jobs database.
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Check out the latest jobs offered on the portal or search positions by keyword,
research profile, country or field.
Online Jobs and Fellowships on the EURAXESS Links North America website.
Research organisations (public and private) can upload their job vacancies
located in Canada and the US. It is free of charge.

6.2 Other Research Career Sites
6.2.1 Canada
Career opportunities in Canada: National Research Council Canada and
careers

6.2.2

Europe

Find A Postdoc: http://www.findapostdoc.com/
Find Scholarships in Europe: http://www.scholarshipportal.eu/
Find PhDs in Europe: http://www.phdportal.eu/
Career.edu: http://www.career.edu/index.php
Academic Jobs EU: http://www.academicjobseu.com
Euro Science Jobs: http://www.eurosciencejobs.com/
The European Job Mobility Portal: http://ec.europa.eu/eures/home.jsp?lang=en
Careers with the European Union: European Personnel Selection Office
(EPSO)
Careers with the European Union (EPSO), Non-permanent Posts
EuroBrussels: http://www.eurobrussels.com/

6.2.3 USA
AAAS support: Science careers from the Science journal
The Chronicle of Higher Education Careers Service: http://chronicle.com/jobs/
NSF guidance of funding opportunities for Graduate students
NSF guidance of funding opportunities for Postdoctoral fellows
Funding opportunities at researchusa.com
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7 Events
7.1 Europe: Forthcoming events
Event

When

Where

Frontiers in Material
and Life Sciences
Conference
The EMBO Meeting
2015

2-4
September
2015
5-8
September
2015
22
September
2015

Brno,
Republic

Innovation Valley:
Which European life
sciences clusters are
in the lead?
“Science is wonderful": 10th Anniversary
of the European
Researchers' Night
ECBS & ICBS 2015 –
Bringing Chemistry to
Life
The Brain
Conferences: The
Neurobiology of Sleep
and Circadian Rythm
Shaping the Future of
Food Safety, Together
ERA-Can+ Roundtable
on Marine and ICT
ICT 2015 – Innovate,
Connect, Transform

Organized by

Czech

Link to the
event

CEITEC/ICRC

Link

Birmingham, UK

EMBO

Link

Brussels, Belgium

Science Business

Link

23
September
2015

Brussels, Belgium

European Commission

Link

7-9 October
2015

Berlin, Germany

ECBS & ICBS

Link

11-14
October
2015

Copenhagen,
Denmark

FENS

Link

14-16
October
2015
19 October
2015
20-22
October
2015

Milan, Italy

EFSA

Link

Lisbon, Portugal

ERA-Can+

Link

Lisbon, Portugal

European Commission

Link

7.2 North America: Forthcoming events
Link to the
event

Event

When

Where

Organized by

57th Annual NCURA
Meeting

2-5 August
2015

Washington, DC,
USA

NCURA

Link

Horizon 2020
Workshop at NCURA’s
Annual Meeting

5 August 2015

Washington, DC,
USA

BILAT USA 2.0

Link

Information sessions
at North Carolina
Research Triangle
Park

26-28 August
2015

Research Traingle
Park, NC, USA

EURAXESS Links North
America & UNC EU
Center of Excellence

Link
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Startup Europe comes
to Sillicon Valley

21 September
2015

Sillicon Valley, CA,
USA

Startup Europe
Partnership

Link

ERA-Can+ Information
Sessions

21-23
September
2015

Ontario, Nova
Scotia, CANADA

ERA-Can+

Link

Marine Infrastructure
Symposium

24-25
September
2015

Halifax, NS,
CANADA

ERA-Can+

Link

EU-U.S. Science
Technology and
InnovationCooperation
Forum on ´NEW
FRONTIERS IN
SCIENCE
DIPLOMACYOpportunities for U.S.EU Cooperation´

28 September
2015

Washington, DC,
USA

BILAT USA 2.0

Link

EURAXESS Science
Slam 2015 LIVE Finals

19 October
2015

Chicago, IL, USA

EURAXESS Links North
America

Link

Neuroscience 2015
Conference

17-21 October
2015

Chicago, IL, USA

Society for
Neuroscience

Link

About EURAXESS Links North America
EURAXESS Links North America is a network of thousands of European and
non-European researchers, scientists, and scholars throughout North America
(USA and Canada). This multidisciplinary network includes members at all stages
of their careers. It allows them to connect with each other and with Europe,
ensuring that they are recognized as an important resource for European
research, whether they remain in North America or return to Europe.
For further information about EURAXESS Links North America, please visit:
http://northamerica.euraxess.org.
To sign up for membership in our network, and to the virtual SINAPSE community
of members, please go to our website and click on the Join the EURAXESS Links
North America community hyperlink on the right-hand side of the page.
Membership is free!

Editors: Viktoria BODNAROVA and Stephanie JANNIN, EURAXESS Links
North America, Regional Representatives
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